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Welcome to the Region of Three Rivers!

The Danube (Duna), Hron and Ipeľ (Ipoly) rivers have not only shaped the lands-
cape of the Ister-Granum Euroregion, but have also created a rich cultural heri-
tage, whose spiritual and material remains are still present in the region today. 
The European Grouping for Territorial Cooperation (EGTC), set up by 86 municipa-
lities in Hungary and Slovakia to develop the Euroregion, has started to develop 
this cultural heritage with the support of the European Union.
Within the framework of the Interreg Europe programme, the water-related cul-
tural heritage of 15 selected member municipalities will be explored in 2020 and 
2021. As a result, we have developed the five thematic trails that we find worthy 
of recommendation. We hope that, whether you visit the Euroregion online or in 
person, you will come across countless interesting facts, new knowledge and plea-
sant experiences that will make you come back with friends and relatives.

Enjoy your stay in our region!
The Ister-Granum ETT team

Further information and 
online content (short films, online 

map, bicycle map, GPS data) can be 
found on the website of the project:

https://wave.hmikft.hu/
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‚Navigare necesse est’, or ‚one must sail’, says the Roman general Pompey, and 
indeed, the most important elements of our water-related cultural heritage are 
the material and spiritual relics of transporting people and goods on rivers. Even 
the most ancient cultures also fabricated boats, thus they could make long jour-
neys utilizing the power of running water. The Danube and its tributaries have 
been used for this purpose since prehistoric times. 
The river was used for peaceful, but also for military purposes throughout his-
tory. The ancient Limes (i.e. a fortified boundary) was located in the Ister-Granum 
Euroregion and its fortresses allowed troops to move not only by land, but also 
by water. Queen Gisela of Hungary also arrived by boat to see Saint Stephen of 
Hungary in Esztergom after the wedding. King Matthias’s palace in Visegrád also 
had its own harbour, which is to be reconstructed in the near future. The king 
fancied travelling to Visegrád on his Venetian-style barge called Bucentaoro, which 
included sleeping cabins and a dining room.
In the Middle Ages, people of Szob, Damásd and Letkés used to sail with a special 
royal charter, as far as the village of Stari Slankamen, where the salt that had been 
floated down the Tisza river was transhipped and transported up the Danube. 
Due to their role in the transport of salt, they were considered as royal sailors, 
so-called „sajkások”, they were exempt from customs duties and their disputes 
were decided by the king’s personal court. They had a separate cemetery on the 
island of Chľaba. The importance of their work is underlined by the fact that until 
the invention of steamships, transport on the Danube was performed by towage. 
They were able to utilize the force of the water; nevertheless, it was still a dange-
rous practice, as the Danube was not regulated at that time. This means that the 
streambed was not dredged and the location and nature of the reefs had to be 
perfectly understood for safe navigation. Moreover, on the way back, loaded with 
salt, they had to deal with the tide of the river, too. For this reason, a towpath was 
built along the Danube as early as the 13th century and it had to be constantly 
maintained. 
Originally, buffaloes were used for towing, but in some periods ships were also 
moved by human power (mainly by slaves). In the latter case, it took 20-30 people 
to keep a boat moving. Later, horse-drawn wagons became more common and for 

which wagon-owner farmers specialised their capacities. Towage was a separate 
subject in itself. This means that towing too close to the shore risked ship ground, 
while letting a boat into the middle of the river required too much effort from 
the animals because of the strong river flow. Moreover, other obstacles included 
estuaries of tributaries, boat mills, water mills and instances where the owners of 
the particular settlement had planted the river bank. The tugs were contracted 
for a single voyage, but for instance, the residents of the municipality of Moča, 
usually towed the ships as far as Komárom. Several families in Moča and Kravany 
nad Dunajom were involved in this trade, thus many residents of these municipa-
lities later became seafarers. However, towing with animals made a lot of noise. 
For example, the Hungarian soldiers of Győr noticed the troops of Mimar Sinan, 
sailing up the Danube in the fog, which was in his disadvantage.
Shipping-related crafts were widespread in the Euroregion: in addition to tug-
boats, ship owners and boatmen (ferrymen, cabin boys, helmsmen) also lived 
here, forming a significant part of the region’s society. We can get an insight into 
their lives by visiting the exhibitions of the shipping collection in Zebegény and 
the Danube Museum in Esztergom. Shipwright was a special craft. Shipwrights 
were certainly present in Visegrád during the Turkish times and they practised 
their trade there until the second half of the 20th century. The company titled as 
‚Visegrádi Hajóműhely’ was terminated in 1968.
Navigation on the Danube significantly developed from the turn of the 18th and 
19th centuries, when large quantities of Hungarian grain began to be transported 
on the Danube. For this purpose, they used the so-called „bass ships”, which pro-
bably got their name from the similarity of the bow to the bass (other opinions 
suggest that the sound of the bellows used for the safety of navigation is the origin 
of the name). The ships with covered loaders were mainly built by master ship-
builders with German origin. Bass ships were gradually replaced by steam boats 
from the second half of the century and by motor boats in the 20th century. The 
last bass ship, named ‚Liberty’, was scrapped in the 1960s. Steamships made mass 
travel and higher value transport possible. From that time onwards, the bour-
geoisie of the Hungarian capital enjoyed cruising in the Danube bend. Today, this 
is facilitated by the Danube Bend Day Pass, which allows to spend several days in 
the region using land and water transport.

The road of river sailors
Navigation on the rivers of the Ister-Granum Euroregion
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Relics of shipping history 
of the Danube Museum
The Danube Museum in Esztergom 
provides a comprehensive overview 
of knowledge about the Danube, 
including navigation. An exhibition, 
titled „Vízeum”, displays nautical arte-
facts (navigation flag, signal, anchor), 
ship miniatures and ship models (e.g. 
the Petőfi steamer and the Wesselényi 
icebreaker, which were in service until 
1983, or a bass ship and a barge from 
Ulm), complemented by rich docu-
mentary library. A documentary film 
about ice breaking can be viewed in 
the interactive exhibition, too.

Location: Esztergom, Hungarian 
Museum of Water Administration and 
Environmental Protection

Coal loader of Esztergom
One of the most interesting elements 
of the cultural heritage associated 
with the water of the Danube is the 
former coal loader near Esztergom, 
which attracts those visitors who are 
interested in industrial monuments 
because of its monumentality and 
because of its haunting scenery.
The coal loader was built in 1927 in 
order to meet the transport needs of 
the large-scale coal mining industry 
in Dorog, launched in the mid-19th 
century. The facility was connected to 
the classifier of the mine by a nearly 
6 km long cableway. From here, the 
coal was transported to the Danube 
by corfs. The coal was transferred to 
barges in the loading hall and trans-
ported mainly into the industrial 
plants of the capital and thermal 
power stations. The transport rea-
ched 1,000 tonnes a day.
The crew used boats to access the 
dock, which was closed in 1963. The 
rope way was dismantled at the same 
time and the building was comple-
tely emptied in 1970. Since then, it is 
abandoned and its condition steadily 
deteriorated.

Location: Esztergom, Coal loader

The world-famous pie from 
Kravany nad Dunajom
There is a legend in Kravany nad 
Dunajom that the Portuguese sailor 
Vasco de Gama, who was the first to 
sail around Africa, may have eaten 
the pie baked in this village. This 
legend is based on the story that 
a local landowner married into the 
family of a certain Kostic Labud da 
Gama. According to the land records, 
the family with Portuguese origin still 
owns land in Kravany nad Dunajom. 
Anyway, anyone can taste the pie who 
visits the area at a local event.

Location: Kravany nad Dunajom, 
Lookout Tower (More information at 
the Other attractions)

The bass boat of 
Kravany nad Dunajom
In the first half of the 19th century, 
before the age of steamships, the 
main mode of transport (mainly grain 
transport) was the so-called „bass 
boat” on the Danube. This kind of ship 
was probably named after its orna-
ment that was similar to the bass. The 
rapid development of steamships, 
barges and railways pushed this 
mode of transport into the backg-
round. The last specimens of this kind 
of ship disappeared in the second 
half of the 20th century. Nevertheless, 
the old traditions are preserved, even 
in a smaller version, in Kravany nad 
Dunajom. Subsequently, bass boats 
are still used today. For instance every 
year, they row down to Esztergom 
with this ship as part of the pilgrimage 
to the Way of Mary.

Location: Kravany nad Dunajom, 
Educational trail
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The shipping collection 
in Zebegény
One of the most interesting attrac-
tions of the Euroregion is the shipping 
collection in Zebegény, which was 
founded on 12th of July, in 1984 by a 
ship captain named Vince Farkas. It 
was founded after decades of collec-
ting work. The captain collected relics 
from all over the world, from all his 
voyages. These collected relics, as well 
as objects of his own making, consti-
tute the unique collection. The collec-
tion exhibits sailing ships, models of 
20th century World War II battleships, 
models of aircraft carriers and meti-
culously crafted paper ships, as well 
as cult sculptures representing the 
specific traditions of each part of the 
world. There are the so-called Gallion 
figures on the bow of ships, and nau-
tical equipment (maps, flags, naviga-
tion devices).
What makes the collection so spe-
cial is the fact that the daughter of 
the captain maintains the collection, 
hence presenting many places where 
the sailors of a landlocked Hungary 
reached and it presents the life of the 
sailors.

Location: Zebegény, Sailing History 
Museum

The barge from Ulm
A maquette of a large ship can be 
found on the bank of the Danube at 
Nagymaros. It the so-called ‚barge 
from ulm’ (ulmer schachtel). The 
construction reminds us that after the 
expulsion of the Turks, the royal court 
brought settlers from Germany to 
the emptied Hungarian settlements 
which had been destroyed. The 
Swabians, who came to the Danube 
Bend, used these small boats for their 
journeys which were made in Ulm. 
These ships had a small box-like cabin 
on top which was designated for the 
families to travel, while their belong-
ings and the livestock were placed in 
the back of the raft-like boat.
The striped boats were guided by the 
flow of the Danube. Steering of the 
boat was performed by four long bars, 
which were dismantled upon arrival 
and were used for construction. The 
barge has become the symbol of the 
Swabians who migrated to Hungary.

Location: Nagymaros, Boat station

The market boats of 
Nagymaros
Nagymaros was an important wine 
and fruit-growing area already in 
Roman times and this tradition 
returned in the Middle Ages. Matthias 
Corvinus planted vineyards, while 
his wife Beatrice of Naples planted 
chestnut trees on the southern 
slopes.
In the 19th century, fruit was trans-
ported from here to the markets of 
the Hungarian and Austrian capitals. 
The transport was done by so-called 
market boats. Usually, the market 
boats started their transport journey 
in the evening, they picked up sel-
lers at the intermediate stations and 
they arrived to the market halls at 
dawn. The market boats started their 
journey back before noon.

Location: Nagymaros, Boat station

“Shines like 
Solomon’s pumpkin”
Similarly to the history of all 
nations, countless court intrigues 
and conflicts over the throne cha-
racterised the Middle Ages in 
the Kingdom of Hungary. In the 
second half of the 11th century, 
King Solomon fought a turbulent 
war with his two cousins, which he 
lost in 1074. At that time, the vic-
torious cousins (later kings Géza I 
and Ladislaus I) locked him in the 
tower of the castle on Sibrik Hill in 
Visegrád and the doors of which 
they also walled up. 
According to the tradition, the win-
dows of the tower were illuminated 
by jack-o-lanterns (pumpkin lamps), 
which the sailors could see from a 
distance, thus helping them to find 
their way around. Subsequently, 
the saying “Shines like Solomon’s 
pumpkin” can be originated from 
this situation. Nowadays, we use 
this saying when we should do clea-
ning very thoroughly. Later periods 
have mistakenly identified the 
tower in question with the building 
known today as Solomon’s Tower, 
which was built only after the Tatar-
Mongol invasion in the 13th century.
King Solomon’s imprisonment was 
by the way widely condemned. 
In 1083, the ruling King Saint 
Ladislaus performed the canoni-
sation of the former king Stephen, 
his son Emeric, Gerard of Csanád 
and two hermits. At this event, the 
Pope asked the King to release his 
cousin.

Location: Visegrád, Solomon Tower
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The boat station of Dömös
The dominant building of the Danube 
bank at Dömös is the boat station 
from the 1910s. This is the only one, 
beside the river, which preserves the 
architectural style of this period. The 
station was built by the Hungarian 
River and Sea Shipping Co. (MFTR). 
The structure was built from rein-
forced concrete in order to withstand 
floods. A covered passageway con-
nects the two parts of the building, 
which manage the transport of pas-
sengers and goods. The façade of the 
harmonious-looking building bears 
the name of the port and crest of the 
Hungarian shipping company.
Before the First World War, nume-
rous similar-style stations welcomed 
the cruisers of the Danube Bend, 
but these disappeared. The Danube 
Bend day pass allows to visit this part 
of the country, including a boat trip to 
Dömös, from where the visitors can 
take beautiful hiking trails to the Rám 
Gorge, Dobogó-kő and the Preacher’s 
Chair. The small boat of the crossing 
station of Dömös also departs from 
here in the direction of St. Michael’s 
Hill and the hermit caves.

Location: Dömös, Boat station

The pirogue from Letkés
One of the most ancient means of 
water transport is the pirogue. This 
kind of ship is made by dredging out 
the trunk of a felled tree. There is an 
evidence from the Roman times that 
people used such kind of boats in 
order to travel around the area.
In 2009, a 5 metre long pirogue was 
also found in the river of Ipoly/Ipeľ, 
which could have been made of oak at 
the end of the 17th century. Its lateral 
walls were not left rounded, as in 
previous centuries, but it was rather 
cut straight. The ship was pulled out 
from the Ipoly/Ipeľ and it is currently 
located in a lake because of conser-
vation precautions. The emergence 
of this kind of ship is a clear indication 
that this river was also used for water 
transport during the Turkish times; 
although, not in to the same extent 
as the Danube.
In the course of time, pirogues were 
replaced by punts made of planks. 
The reason why finding of a ship in 
Letkés is so valuable because the 
found ship represents the earlier 
methods of navigation solutions.

Location: Letkés, Trianon Canal
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The area of the Ister-Granum Euroregion has a rich tradition of spa culture and 
today there are still many places where you can enjoy it.
The earliest evidence dates back to Roman times. The ancient Romans developed 
a three-element bath model, which was later used in the noble courts during the 
Renaissance. These baths consisted of three sections: the tepidarium (hot water 
bath), the frigidarium (cold water bath) and the caldarium (sweating room), where 
hot air was directed into the walls and under the floor (hypocaustum), already 
performing in antiquity, thus assuring hot and humid air. Such baths from both 
Roman and Renaissance times have survived in Visegrad and Esztergom. 
Besides the nobility, poor people could also use the bath in the royal residence 
from the end of the 12th century. Thermal springs under Saint Thomas Hill in 
Esztergom formed a small pond around which the town of Hévíz was built. Queen 
Agnes of Antioch, a French-born wife of King Béla III, opened a public bath here, 
sometime between 1170 and 1184. From 1238, the crusaders’ xenodochium, or 
hospital, operated next to it. The healing power of the thermal waters was also 
utilised here.
During the Ottoman period, the Middle Eastern spa traditions of the 16th and 
17th centuries spread in the region. For the Ottomans, who further developed 
the Roman and Byzantine traditions, bathing had a ritual and hygienic function. 
The baths, called as hammam, were an architectural representation of paradise. 
Therefore, all ‚true believers’ had both the opportunity and the obligation to wash 
regularly in the baths, where they could enjoy a wide range of services, from mas-
sages to shaving and henna painting. Six such baths certainly existed in the area 
of Esztergom, most of them in the town district of Hévíz. Some of them  were later 
also used for the same purposes. One of the baths survived mostly in its original 
form, buried in the Víziváros, while another was used (in a modified form) until 
1963.

Another renaissance of bathing was brought by the spread of the bourgeois lifes-
tyle. Spas were built throughout the Kingdom of Hungary in the second half of 
the 19th century, attracting guests not only with their healing or wellness services, 
but also as places for social gathering. At that time, ladies and gentlemen were in 
separate baths, or they may have visited the same baths, but at different times. 
Joint bathing became commonplace only in the 20th century. The well-built thermal 
baths offered refreshment mostly to the wealthier visitors; although, poorer 
people could enjoy the free beaches along the Danube and the so-called basket 
baths, which mitigated the dangers of the flow of the river and the dangers due to 
lack of swimming skills. The latter were wooden buildings built on the water, with 
open space in the middle and large basket was lowered into it in order to prevent 
drowning. Swimming competitions were already organised regularly at the time 
and water polo became widespread in the early 20th century. The balneological 
importance of the area is highlighted by the fact that Hungary’s first indoor swim-
ming pool was built in 1912 in Esztergom, known as ‚Budapest Baden’ between 
the two world wars.
Bathing in the Ipoly/Ipeľ River was also significant from the point of view of illegal 
border crossing. As the river itself is quite narrow, children from opposite villages 
could easily fill the riverbed, making it difficult to track from which side of the river 
the children jumped into the water. Under the pretext of bathing, it was possible 
to visit, for a week or two, the relatives on the other side of the river.
The Euroregion is still a popular destination for bathing, especially the Vadas 
Thermal Resort in Štúrovo, which is visited by many people every summer. Using 
two wells, the two baths were opened in 1952 and 1978. It has become the main 
source of livelihood for the town and inhabitants. In the 2000s, Esztergom and 
Visegrád underwent major wellness developments, while the free beaches along 
the Danube have been renovated in the recent years. The illustrious traditions are 
now preserved in a number of facilities that are well worth for visiting.

The road of spas
From Xenodochiums to wellness centres
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The Roman bath 
in Gizellamajor
Situated in the Danube Bend, the 
Roman fortress of Gizellamajor, 
which controlled the river in Roman 
times, also commemorates the bat-
hing tradition of the Roman colonies 
along the Limes. The archaeologists 
explored a Roman bathing room in 
the northwest corner tower of the 
square-shaped fortress, built in the 
330s. In the now ruined building, they 
found the remains of two lead pipe 
baths which also had outflow pipes. 
The baths were kept warm by an 
underground heating system (hypo-
caust) and the hollow bricks (tubules) 
that led the hot smoke into the walls. 
The building is preserved to this day.

Location: Visegrád, Quadriburgium

The legends of the springs 
of Dömös
Dömös is a settlement rich in springs; 
subsequently, it is not a surprise that 
the local inhabitants are passionate 
with water. They associate fictional 
stories and legends with the emer-
ging springs under the ground. Szőke 
spring is said to be connected to a 
golden-haired fairy who bathes in 
its water. She takes her revenge on 
those who stalk on her. She seduces 
men and never lets them go, while 
she curses the curious women and 
girls to eternal silence so that they will 
not reveal her secret. Fényes spring is 
associated with a more friendly legend. 
It is said that water of the spring have 
a beauty-enhancing effect, namely if 
somebody looks into the rising water, 
he/she instantly becomes more beau-
tiful. If this effect of the spring does 
not work, then it is worth to take 
a bath in the spring. Furthermore, 
Három spring is guarded by three 
maidens. They disappear as fairies 
during the day, but at night they pos-
sess the visitor, who wanders near the 
spring, as ghouls. Aranyos spring con-
ceals gold that promises abundance 
and wealth, but no one has been able 
to get the treasure so far, because the 
devil  takes the soul of every greedy 
gold-digger.

Location: Dömös, Szőke spring rest 
area

Steam bath of the Archbishop János Vitéz
King of Hungary Béla IV gave Esztergom Castle to the Archbishop of Esztergom 
in 1249, making the Castle Hill the ecclesiastical centre of the kingdom. The 
Renaissance appearance of the royal fortress with its medieval foundations was 
given by János Vitéz (1465-1472). One of the greatest attractions of the archbis-
hop’s palace was the bath. Water for bathing was pumped to the palace by a water 
lifting machine in the Veprech Tower. 
The bath, built by János Vitéz, is an important legacy of medieval spa culture world-
wide, as most of the rooms can still be found on the ground floor of the castle, bet-
ween the kitchen and the residential tower. Antonio Bonfini mentioned hot (cal-
darium) and cold (frigidarium) water chambers, while Galeotto Marzio recorded 
a sweating chamber. The bath probably consisted of three rooms, specifically an 
internal sweating room, an external bath and a dressing room. The sweating room 
was heated from the adjacent kitchen by means of a hypocaust (underground 
heating device). Air vents were built on the vault of the chamber to remove the 
accumulated steam and the sides were decorated with red marble tiles. The door 
from the sweating room led to the bath which had a wooden ceiling; therefore, 
only the walls remained. The southern door of the room leads to the hall with its 
central column, which served as a dressing room and connected the bath to the 
residential tower.
Location: Esztergom, The Esztergom Castle Museum of the Hungarian National 
Museum
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The Medieval bath of the Visegrád Palace
One of the cradles of the Danube Bend spa culture, next to Esztergom, is the 
former royal seat of Visegrád. One major distinctive feature of the Renaissance 
bath, built in the royal palace, is that it included a so-called sweating room, being 
a rarity in the Middle Ages, which originated from an ancient bathing culture. In 
Hungary, such medieval baths have only been discovered in the Royal Castle of 
Óbuda, the Esztergom Castle and the Royal Palace of Buda. In Visegrád, you can 
see the technical equipment (furnace, water tank, aqueduct) that was destroyed 
in Esztergom. 
The palace’s bath from the Sigismund period represents a particularly complex 
type of medieval bath building. The bath consisted of three parts: the entrance 
hall, the bath chamber and the sweating chamber, which can still be visited today. 
The sweating chamber was heated and possibly filled with steam from below by a 
floor-heating furnace in a separate room. 
The bathroom complex and the extensive aqueduct system demonstrate a highly 
developed engineering technique in Visegrád. The cold water tap of the was-
hroom located in the sweating room could be directly connected to the water pipe 
behind the chamber, while the hot water tap could be connected to the water 
heating tank built on the circular heating furnace. This made it possible to pour 
water on the wall from taps, similarly to a modern bathroom. Matthias Corvinus 
himself may have bathed here, coming here from his neighbouring suite. Water 
was provided by the Kaán spring in the Apátkúti valley, which is nowadays popular 
among the tourists.

Location: Visegrád, Royal Palace

Bath of Rüstem Pasha
After the Battle of Mohács, the 
Ottoman Turks conquered most of 
the Kingdom of Hungary. They did not 
only build sacred sites of their Muslim 
religion in the occupied settlements, 
but they also built other sites, for 
example they established baths. Half 
a dozen such baths can be found 
in Esztergom. The most important 
of these was built by the Güzeldzse 
Rüstem Pasha of Buda between 1559 
and 1563. It was a two-domed bath 
with two large pools and several 
smaller ones made of stone slabs, its 
yard was paved with red marble slabs 
and decorated with a carved fountain. 
Probably, the bath was destroyed 
during the liberation of Esztergom 
in 1594-95, because it was no longer 
portrayed by engravings. Eventually, a 
dwelling house was built on the ruins; 
consequently, the remains of the 
bath are not open to visitors.

Location: Esztergom, Katona István 
street

The Mattyasovszky bath
When the Turks took control of 
Esztergom again, another bath was 
built outside the castle wall, which 
was later called as the Small Bath and 
then as the Mattyasovszky Bath. The 
Turkish traveller Evliya Çelebi ment-
ioned the bath during his visit in 1663, 
pointing out that it was used by ‚fore-
igners and servile people’. After the 
expulsion of the Turks, it was used 
by the Franciscans who returned to 
the town. The building with its square 
dome was later buried. Later, the 
building was found almost intact by 
archaeologists during its excavation 
in the 2000s.

Location: Mattyasovszky Bastion
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Basket baths on the Danube
The beginnings of bathing on the Danube date back to the opening of the wooden 
baths (also known as basket baths) in the 19th century. Use of open water of the 
river was largely hampered by the lack of developed free beaches, the unpredi-
ctable current of the river and the lack of swimming skills. The spread of basket 
baths helped to overcome these obstacles. The wooden swimming pool, floating 
on the surface of the open water, had a basket that hung in the water to prevent 
the inexperienced bathers from sinking or drifting away. To increase comfort, the 
floating pools were also equipped with cabins, walkways and railings. The baths, 
which were open from late spring to early autumn, facilitated swimming lessons 
and competitions in a safe environment. Great emphasis was placed on the sepa-
ration of men and women during their bath. They were separated either in space 
or during the time of their bathing. The great advantage of the wooden baths 
was that the natural and fresh water in the pool was guaranteed (at that time, the 
Danube was still clean enough to drink from it). If it was necessary, the basket bath 
could be moved to another location. In winter, for example, the floating structure 
could be towed into frost-free and protected river branches to minimise damage 
until the following season.
The first wooden swimming pool of Esztergom was established on the Little Danube 
in 1863. It was done by József Korányi, who was a high school teacher. The pool 
was in operation until 1907. Besides bathing, the facility also functioned as a sana-
torium. Moreover, it served as a place for military officer training and swimming 
lessons. A similar structure was opened in Kováčov, opposite to Esztergom, which 
became a popular holiday resort and it attracted many residents of Esztergom 
to the other side of the river (they were transported by a propeller to the bath 
in a beautiful landscape). The new swimming pool on the Great Danube, which 
made the Korányi swimming pool economically unviable, became the centre of 
the town’s social life, hosting swimming competitions and the boat base of the 
Boat Association. The swimming pool received a special subsidy from the city for 
providing swimming opportunities for poor children. However, the unrivalled Kósi 
swimming pool was not to last long, as it burnt down in 1912.

Location: Esztergom, Hungarian Museum of Water Administration and 
Environmental Protection

The Saint Stephen Bath and the Mala Tunnel
The basis of the spa culture in Esztergom is the spring waters of Saint Thomas Hill 
and the water base of Lake Hévíz, which once collected them. Filling of the lake 
began in 1838 and a neoclassical hotel was built on pine stilts on its place, which 
was designed by Ignác Gramling and Lőrinc Zofahl. Importance of the building 
is proven by the fact that István Széchenyi, Lajos Kossuth and Franz Liszt were 
among its guests. The first public bath was built near the Spa Hotel (Fürdő Szálló) 
in the second half of the 19th century, following an unsuccessful attempt at the 
beginning of the century. 
Esztergom became a very popular spa town after the First World War, when it 
was also known as „the Baden of Budapest”. The basis for the development of 
Esztergom was the construction of the Saint Stephen artesian well, managed by 
József Zsigmondy in 1910. The well, which reached a depth of 323.5 metres, pro-
duced water at a temperature of 29.6 degrees Celsius. It was declared as medi-
cinal water because of its iron, sulphur and magnesium content; moreover, it 
was also sold as bottled medicinal water, too. The water was piped to the baths 
through a 473-metre-long system of tunnels which can still be visited today and it 
was named after the former spa manager Mala. The country’s first indoor swim-
ming pool was inaugurated here on 18th of April in 1912 and it was  designed by 
Kálmán Váczy Hübschl in Art Nouveau style. The curiosity of the indoor baths was 
further enhanced by the building’s opening roof which allowed open-air bathing in 
summer. The 50 metre-long competition pool with its unique Art Deco cabins was 
inaugurated in 1927. At the same time, the adjacent Spa Hotel was turned into a 
‚vigadó’, usually called as ‚place for merriment’, which provided a picturesque set-
ting for theatre and literary evenings, film screenings and cultural events.
However, the coal mines of Dorog had an impact, namely they dried up the level of 
karst water to the point where the water supply for the pools was threatened by 
the second half of the century. Coal mining was ceased, thus the water level has 
been steadily rising since.

Location: Esztergom, Saint Stephen Bath
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The public beach 
of Nagymaros
Nagymaros has one of the most 
popular public beaches in the Danube 
Bend which is partially thanked to the 
spectacle of the Visegrád Citadel. 
Already at the turn of the century, the 
beach of Nagymaros was a favourite 
holiday destination for the people 
of the capital. According to the 
sources, there were two beaches in 
Nagymaros in 1924: one free beach 
and one beach with a fee. Naturally, 
the latter one was less crowded and it 
was full only on Sundays. In the same 
year, the first Nagymaros Beauty of 
the Year contest was held with the 
hope of attracting more people to 
the Danube. The newspaper titled as 
Színház Élet (Theatre Life) had already 
set up a summer editorial office on 
the beach in Nagymaros by 1928. 
This was done with the aim of orga-
nising new programmes and perfor-
mances, such as dance competitions, 
sack races, beauty contests and trial 
marriages. In the evenings, actors 
and artists from the capital visited the 
beach and entertained the audience 
with cabaret performances. 
Nowadays, its 200-metre-long beach, 
with its nearby dressing rooms, play-
ground and quality snack bars, ser-
ving popular beach food, still attracts 
swimmers. Recent beach develop-
ments include a playground in the 
shape of a model boat, free Wi-Fi net-
work, storage and repair service for 
bicycle, a fitness park and new street 
furniture.

Location: Nagymaros, Public beach

The public beach of Zebegény
The public beach of Zebegény has 
been a popular recreational area 
since the first half of the 20th century. 
A photo from 1938 portrays István 
Szőnyi, as the painter was swim-
ming here with several other pain-
ters (Róbert Berény, Jenő Kirchner, 
Imre Szobotka, Zoltán Pohárnok and 
Elemér Vass).
The benefactor of the local children, 
Countess Franciska Apponyi, taught 
the children to swim. A special event 
was the Santa Claus Eve in 1934. On 
6th of December, the Countess orga-
nised a community evening for the 
children of Zebegény on the river-
bank, where they together waited the 
arrival of Santa Claus by a boat on 
the Danube. Santa Claus boarded his 
boat at Pilismarót, where fireworks 
signalled his departure. The deco-
rated boat was illuminated with lan-
terns and was loaded with parcels. 
It landed in Zebegény amidst great 
festivities. The children welcomed the 
guest with prayers and a small toast.
The steadily deepening beach of 
Zebegény is the perfect choice for 
families with children. The beach, 
which is only 100 metres long, cannot 
fulfil the needs of a large public bath, 
but improvements were performed, 
like dressing rooms, storage facilities, 
new street furniture, solar sails, WIFI-
network, a roof terrace and a camera 
system. These improvements make 
bathing here comfortable and safe. 
The train and bus station is located 
only a few hundred metres from the 
beach.

Location: Zebegény, Public beach

Békafalva of Zebegény
The Hungarian newspaper, Pesti 
Hírlap, reported the emergence of a 
very special new settlement in 1911. 
Due to great summer drought, a new 
island emerged from the Danube. 
The enthusiastic and cheerful vacatio-
ners in Zebegény took boats and set 
up an impromptu tent village on the 
reef. Ignoring all the rules, the tent 
village, which just emerged out of the 
water,  was titled as Békafalva (Frog 
Village). Subsequently, they immedi-
ately wanted to elect a new autho-
rity for it.  The new, one-night settle-
ment elected its representative body 
and Dr. József Bartóky, the Secretary 
of State, who was on his leave, was 
elected as its judge. Moreover, they 
attempted to widen the celebration, 
hence they kidnapped the musician 
Józsi Radics from Nagymaros, who 
provided music for the people of 
Békafalva during the evening. In addi-
tion to music, the entertainment of 
the guests was provided by bathing, 
dancing and goulash. This was the 
evening of the newly emerged and 
settled Békafalva.

Location: Zebegény, Zebegény Island
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Vadaš 
Thermal Resort Štúrovo
The modern-day bath culture of 
Štúrovo began with the construction 
of the Old Bath. When a well was 
drilled in 1949, thermal water of 41 
degrees Celsius broke to the surface 
from a depth of 97 metres. The spa 
opened its doors in 1952 and it is still 
in operation today, hence mainly ser-
ving the needs of the inhabitants of 
the town. However, it is not the Old 
Bath that has made Štúrovo famous, 
but it was the Vadaš  thermal spa. It 
was built on the site of a deep boring 
hole in 1972. Gyula Bartusz, one of 
the founders of the Vadaš  spa, disco-
vered the value and potential of the 
water which also reaches 41 degrees 
Celsius, coming up from a depth 
of 100 metres. In 1976, the project 
started with the construction of two 
pools, the first of which was opened 
to the public on 14th of July in 1978. 
Currently, it covers an area of almost 
25 hectares which means that the 
Vadaš spa has become one of the lar-
gest thermal spas in Slovakia. Water 
with calcium carbonate is an impor-
tant attraction, as well as the sout-
hern location and pleasant climate of 
the town.
The spa includes a total of 7 outdoor 
and 2 indoor pools (including a wave 
pool) and its water temperature with 
39 degrees Celsius attracts tourists 
from all over Slovakia, as well as from 
the Czech Republic and Poland.

Location: Štúrovo, Vadaš Thermal 
Resort

Lepence, preserver of the 
Visegrad spa traditions
Discovering the Lepence Valley 
springs, by the mining engineer 
Vilmos Zsigmondy, influenced the 
development of the spa culture of 
Visegrád and Lepence. The grand 
master of artesian wells discovered 
thermal water of 39 degrees Celsius, 
which was used to build a terraced 
beach bath in 1977 and later the 
Lepence Spa. Nevertheless, its water 
is also used by the Spa Hospital 
„Gizellatelep” for balneological treat-
ments. The water, which comes up 
from the depth of more than 1300 
metres, contains calcium, bicarbo-
nate ion and magnesium. It was 
declared as a mineral water in 1994. 
It was bottled as „Visegrad Mineral 
Water” (Visegrádi ásványvíz) in 1997 
and it was registered as medicinal 
water in 2002. Its anti-inflammatory 
properties are recognised.
The Lepence Spa, located in the 
Visegrád Thermal Hotel, has a Roman 
and Turkish character, thus respec-
ting history of the region: its tepida-
rium, sauna park, cold water diving 
pool, aroma chamber and steam 
baths revive the traditions of ancient 
and medieval bath culture. In addi-
tion to the treatments, bath experi-
ence is enhanced by the possibility of 
tasting the thermal water that springs 
up next to the bath.

Location: Visegrád, Thermal Hotel 
Visegrád

The wellness spa 
„Aquasziget” in Esztergom
Aquasziget (Aqua-island) is a new spa 
complex that fits into the spa culture 
of Esztergom. It opened its doors to 
the public in 2006. The bold building 
was designed by Ybl and Kossuth 
Prize-winning architect, József 
Finta. There are ten pools in total, 
five indoor and five outdoor pools. 
Among the indoor pools, the adven-
ture pool is the most surprising with 
its cave, waterfall, bubbles and gey-
sers that provide relaxing fun, while 
the timer of the slide pool registers 
the fastest slide of the day. For those 
who prefer more leisure water, there 
is a jacuzzi and a thermal pool as well, 
while children have their own padd-
ling pool. Outside, there is an adven-
ture pool with a wave pool, a slide 
pool with two slides, a swimming pool 
and a children’s pool with a castle. 
Moreover, there is a relaxation pool 
that also operates during the winter. 
The wellness area and sauna world 
evoke the Turkish bath culture of 
Esztergom, while the 20-metre high 
glass wall offers an unrivalled view of 
the Castle Hill (Várhegy) complex. 

Location: Esztergom, Aquasziget

The Frozen Roosters of 
Štúrovo and the record hol-
ders of Kravany nad Dunajom
The cold water cure tradition in the 
Danube, which is one of the old local 
remedies, is kept alive by the people 
of Štúrovo. The groups that plunge 
into the icy Danube on the New Year’s 
Day are called as the „Walruses” and 
the „Polar Bears” of Štúrovo. In 2018, 
they took the name „Frozen Roosters”, 
hence referring to the original name 
of the town. Since 2019, they have 
been diving into the icy water on the 
New Year’s Day, wearing a swimming 
cap with a head of a rooster and with 
the colours of the local coat of arms.
The record in this sport is still held 
by the municipality of Kravany nad 
Dunajom. There, the bravest have 
been gathering for a winter swim 
from all over Slovakia since 2015. In 
2019, a total of 92 people took an 
ice bath which was a national record. 
Besides of masochism, these events 
also have an awareness-raising func-
tion, namely they promote healthy 
lifestyle.

Location: Štúrovo, Danube bank near 
the Mária Valéria Bridge + Kravany 
nad Dunajom, Ferry port
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Like other major rivers, the Danube (Duna) has been a natural defence line already 
in the Roman Empire. The Danube was fortified against barbarian invasions, thus 
forming the Danube Limes defensive line. Fortifications were particularly dense 
along the Danube canyon section of the Pannonian Limes (the Ripa Pannonica). 
The fortification of Pannonia began in the second half of the 1st century AD, ini-
tially in the form of fortifications built of wood and clay, and then, as a result of 
the gradual increase in barbarian intrusions, fortifications built of stone started 
spreading. The construction of these mainly dates back to the 4th century. The 
Quadi invasions around Visegrád brought about the construction of a fortress 
on the Sibrik hill in addition to the camp. Seeing the strategic importance of the 
Danube bend, Emperor Valentinus I ordered the construction of small watchto-
wers (burguses) between the military camps along the Danube around 370. The 
function of the watchtowers was to ensure movement between the camps, to 
signal the arrival of enemy troops (by light or smoke signals) and to hold back the 
enemy until the arrival of relief troops.
Several watchtowers of this system of fortifications have been preserved in the 
Danube bend, of which the towers of Szentgyörgypuszta, Visegrád-Kőbánya, 
Dömös and Lepence are the most valuable finds excavated so far. In Dömös there 
are two brick kilns behind the Catholic church.

In the Middle Ages, the royal seat was located in the area (Esztergom, then Visegrád) 
for a long time, and therefore there were substantial fortifications established. 
Esztergom Castle was never captured by the Tatars and only fell into the hands of 
the Turks through treachery. Visegrád, on the other hand, received the Hungarian 
royal crown on several occasions, which also indicates that it was easily defended. 
In the Pilis and the Visegrád Mountains, royal manor houses and hunting lodges 
were built in several places, most of which later received an ecclesiastical function 
(e.g. the provostry was established on the site of the palace in Dömös).
In addition to their defensive function, medieval castles also controlled the trade 
routes along the river valleys, such as the castle of Damásd on the road to Poland. 
The rivers were also used not only for transport but also for moving armies.
During the Turkish wars (1541-1686), both the castles and the neighbouring sett-
lements suffered severe damage. Although the Ottomans considered their rule 
over the conquered territories to be definitive and established many new buil-
dings, the castles also fell victim to the constant armed conflicts. By the eighteenth 
century, as military technology had improved, these fortifications had lost their 
military role, their condition had deteriorated and their stones were used by the 
local population for their own construction purposes.
Almost all of the castles and fortified sites in the Euroregion are open to visitors, 
and Visegrád and Esztergom have interactive exhibitions.

The road of warfare
Waterfront fortifications in the Ister-Granum Euroregion



2928

Esztergom

Visegrád

Štúrovo

Szob

• The Battle of Párkány

• Bottyán the Blind’s mansion in Esztergom
• The third verse of the Kossuth-song
• Water Mill/Malom Bastion, the life blood 

and doom of the Esztergom Castle
• The fascinating story of the Iznik bowls
• The heroic death of Bálint Balassa
• The Castle Hill of Esztergom

• Quadriburgium, the Roman fortification in 
Gizellamajor 

• The Sibrik Hill Roman Fortress
• The Royal Palace of Visegrád and the Hercules 

Fountain
• The Mary Chapel in Visegrád
• The Water Bastion in Visegrád 
• Solomon Tower (Lower Castle) 
• The Danube Monograph of Luigi Ferdinando 

Marsigli

• Szob’s commemoration 
of King Saint Ladislaus, 
who drew water

• Queen Mary’s treasure

The road of warfare (Waterfront fortifications in the Ister-Granum Euroregion)

Ipolydamás
• Damásd Castle

Sights of 
other thematic routes

Sights of the 
thematic route

Other sights of the 
region

Recommended route for 
motor vehicles

Recommended route for 
bicycles



3130

Quadriburgium, the Roman fortification in Gizellamajor  
The Roman fortification of Gizellamajor is located in the curve of the Danube 
bend, between the settlements of Visegrád and Dömös. The fortification guarded 
the border at one of the most important locations along the Danube, while it could 
also accommodate nearly 200 soldiers. The fortification, situated in the bend of the 
river, allowed the watchtowers to exchange information with the use of light and 
smoke signals. The building was built in the 330s with a square ground plan (this is 
the reason of its name, Quadriburgium), with a floor space of 50 x 50 metres and 
walls with 165 cm thick and nine metres high. The four fan-shaped towers at the 
corners may have exceeded the height of the walls themselves. The fortification, 
which had an entrance overlooking the Danube and with it a direct access to the 
river, lost its military function by the end of the 4th century. 
An interesting aspect of the building is the nearby Roman cemetery, built at the 
same time as the fortress. The cemetery is located to the south-west of the fort-
ress and it contains 226 graves, mostly the earthly remains of soldiers and their 
families. Stone burial chambers were also discovered, one of which is plastered, 
arched and decorated with red paint. Grave robbers broke the crypt; although, a 
number of jewels were still left behind. 

Location: Visegrád, Quadriburgium

The Sibrik Hill Roman Fortress
The most important element of Visegrád’s Roman fortification system is located on 
the 176-metre-high Sibrik Hill. The fortress was built by the emperor Constantine 
the Great, some 1700 years ago, to control the line of the Danube Limes and its 
watchtowers in the area, thus making it one of the largest fortresses in Pannonia 
and the north-eastern part of the Roman Empire. The building complex, which is 
the most significant of the Roman ruins in the area, was the first castle of Visegrád, 
and was a remarkable sight with its deltoid shape and towers. It had a floor space 
of 114 x 130 metres, with fan-shaped towers protecting the corners while the walls 
between the corner towers were fortified by 11 U-shaped towers (the foundations 
of ten towers are still visible). It is estimated that it was built between 325 and 330. 
During its heyday, around 600 soldiers were deployed there. The fort, known as 
Pone Navata, was abandoned by the Romans at the end of the 4th century. 
In the following transitional period, the hill was inhabited by barbarians. After it, 
King Saint Stephen established the first royal county here in 1009 and the first 
church of the city was also built here. It served as the centre of the city until the 
Tatar-Mongol invasion; however, the hill fortress was completely destroyed after 
the Mongol invasion. Today, only 40-50 cm high ruins remind the past. 

Location: Visegrád, Sibrik Hill
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The Castle Hill of Esztergom
The Castle Hill, situated at the confluence of the Danube and the Garam/Hron, 
witnessed constant warfare throughout history. In the 1st century, the Celts who 
lived in the area were subdued by the Romans and one of the military camps of 
the line of defence (Ripa Pannonica), built along the Danube, was established on 
the Castle Hill, which marked the beginning of the military history of Solva (now 
Esztergom). Solva became an important crossing place on the Danube, linking 
Salvio Mansio (today’s Water City) with Anavum (Štúrovo). The four-towered fort-
ress on the Castle Hill, left behind by the Romans, was not rediscovered until 1820, 
when its ruins were uncovered during the construction of the basilica.
The buildings left behind by the Romans became the first fortifications of the new 
state, the Kingdom of Hungary. The royal castle on the Castle Hill, built by Géza, the 
Grand Prince of the Hungarians, served as the seat of the Hungarian kings until 
the 13th century. Saint Stephen was born, baptised and crowned here. The oldest 
parts of the castle, which can still be visited today, were built by Béla III at the end 
of the 12th century. The Castle Hill witnessed the march of the armies along the 
Danube and towards the Holy Land. In 1147, the German Emperor, Conrad III and 
King Louis VII of France sought shelter within the castle with their troops, followed 
by the German Emperor Frederick (Barbarossa) in 1189. The castle survived the 
Tatar-Mongol invasion of 1241-42, thanks to the Spanish ispán of Simon and his 
archers. The castle housed the inhabitants of the devastated and sacked royal city. 
In 1249, Béla IV renounced the royal palace in favour of the archbishop; subsequ-
ently, the Castle Hill became a religious centre from that point. The most signifi-
cant period of construction was brought about by the Renaissance archbishops, 
who expanded the castle complex, using the latest technologies of the time.  

Queen Mary’s treasure
After the Battle of Mohács in 1526, 
the Kingdom of Hungary lost its 
ruler and the whole country became 
defenceless against the Ottoman 
armies. According to the legend, the 
newly widowed Queen Mary, fle-
eing the invading Ottoman armies, 
loaded the treasures of Buda 
Castle onto a ship and, accompa-
nied by several other ships, headed 
for the safety of Bratislava. The 
records of Stephanus Brodericus, 
the Chancellor of the time, attest 
the rescue of the royal treasures 
and the misfortune that happened 
on the way. The rebellious András 
Orbánczy, who replaced the com-
mander of the Esztergom Castle, 
fired his cannons into the fleet 
approaching the city, and part of 
the queen’s ships were lost in the 
Danube. The sunken shipwrecks 
have still not been recovered, so 
there is a good chance that part 
of the treasures of the medieval 
Hungarian royal court still lie at the 
bottom of the Danube. The exact 
location of the incident and the 
exact contents of the lost treasure 
chests remain a mystery to this 
day. Although, several underwater 
archaeologists and research teams 
have tried to find them, so far wit-
hout success.

Location: Szob, Luczenbacher Castle 
in Szob (More information at the 
Other attractions)

During the Ottoman rule, the royal 
palace survived several sieges: it was 
taken by the Turks in 1543, it came 
under the authority of the Hungarian 
king in 1595, it was once again captured 
by the Turks during a siege in 1605 and 
it remained occupied until 1683. The 
turbulent fate of the Castle Hill did not 
end with the withdrawal of the Turkish 
troops, since the siege of Rákóczi in 
1706 also caused considerable damage 
to the fortification.
Today, the castle is home to the 
Esztergom Castle Museum of the 
Hungarian National Museum. The most 
representative attractions are the Royal 
Chapel which was renovated in 2014, 
St. Stephen’s Hall and the Knights’ Hall 
from the 12th century. The museum’s 
reputation is further enhanced by the 
view from the White Tower.

Location: Esztergom, The Esztergom 
Castle Museum of the Hungarian 
National Museum
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Water Mill/Malom Bastion, 
the life blood and doom of the Esztergom Castle
The Water Mill Bastion, which once actually served as a mill, stands at the northern 
end of the Water City of Esztergom. A mill wheel reminds the functioning of this 
Water Mill to the visitors. This Bastion protected the spring which was used to 
supply the castle, where an exceptionally deep well provided water for only a few 
days, and only as a result of painstaking work. During the time of Archbishop John 
Vitéz, an ingenious structure was built to pump drinking water up to the northern 
bastion using the power of the water. A reconstructed version can be seen in the 
renovated Veprech Tower in the Water City.
During the Ottoman wars, the Water Mill Bastion proved to be the Achilles’ heel 
of the Castle Hill of Esztergom: if the besiegers take the Bastion and block the 
path of water, the castle defenders surrender within a short time. A commemo-
rative plaque on the wall of the fortress, which was taken for the first time by 
trickery deceit in 1543, still preserves the memory of the Turkish invasion and 
Sultan Suleyman’s entry into the castle. At the time, an Italian mercenary soldier 
informed the 24,000-strong Turkish army, which was besieging the castle, about 
the importance of the Water Mill Bastion and about the installed water machine. 
Subsequently, the Ottomans made several attempts to occupy the Bastion from 
the direction of the Turkish sloops anchored at the Garam/Hron. However, the 
defenders not only proved their heroic resistance, but they also broke out and 
sank several warships. In the calm that followed the unsuccessful siege, some 
Turkish soldiers climbed over the wall unnoticed and killed the guards who were 
recovering from their rest. The Spanish commander surrendered the castle within 
a few days in exchange for a grant of free withdrawal. The Bastion was retaken by 
the Christian armies in 1595, mainly because they first captured the Water City. 
A year earlier, a similar siege had failed. Bálint Balassa, the first poet to write in 
Hungarian, was shot dead during this siege.

Location: Esztergom, Malom Bastion

The fascinating story of the 
Iznik bowls
Some of the most valuable pieces in the 
Bálint Balassa Museum’s collection are 
Turkish faience bowls. Similar valuable 
piece can only be found in the Metropolitan 
Museum of Art in New York.
The famous artefacts were unearthed during 
the 2012 excavations at Szent Erzsébet 
High School in Esztergom. Seven faience 
bowls from the Turkish era were found in 
the ground. They were carefully wrapped 
and placed in a wooden box, stacked inside 
each other with their insides turned upside 
down. The bowls were broken, but they 
remained in their original places and in a 
good condition. The date of their creation is 
estimated between 1560 and 1580 and they 
were named after the plates found earlier in 
Iznik, to which they show some affinity.
The wooden chest and its valuable cont-
ents were buried by their owner after 1590, 
presumably during the two great sieges of 
Esztergom (1594-1595). At that time, Turkish 
dwellings stood next to the mosque and the 
bath in the Water City and the bowls were 
most probably buried in the empty plot bet-
ween these houses. According to records, 
the Christian siege of 1595 caused great 
damage to the Water City, and the Turks 
quickly abandoned the district to flee to the 
castle. The owner of the bowls was forced to 
flee, unable to arrange for the transport of 
their valuable possessions, and thus must 
have buried the treasured items, believing 
that they would be able to dig them up later 
once the siege was over, which ultimately 
was not possible. The fate of the wealthy 
Turkish owner remains a mystery, but the 
bowls remained and are now part of the 
Bálint Balassa Museum’s collection.

Location: Esztergom, Balassa Museum of the 
Hungarian National Museum

The heroic death of 
Bálint Balassa
The Imperial Army, led by the 
Habsburgs, launched an attack 
against the Ottoman Empire 
in 1593, which later became 
known as the 15 Years’ War. 
The Esztergom Castle stood at a 
strategic location, and the libe-
ration of the former cathedral 
city was attempted in 1594. 
The 50,000-strong army led 
by Archduke Matthias arrived 
under Esztergom on 4th of May 
1594. The army surrounded 
the city and it began a siege 
on the castle. The first attacks 
were launched on 14th of May, 
with the Water City as the main 
site, where a 15-foot-wide hole 
was successfully breached in 
the southern part of the city 
wall. The famous fighter of the 
border castle and warrior-poet 
Bálint Balassa tried to enter 
the city through this section of 
the wall on 19th of May, but the 
attack failed and he was fatally 
wounded near the tower of 
Hévíz Bath, where he was shot 
in both thighs and died as a 
result on 30th of May.
Esztergom has dedicated two 
monuments to the memory of 
the poet. One is the full-length 
statue that is located at the 
foot of the Castle Hill, while 
another one is a marble plaque 
that commemorates him at 
the corner of Little Danube 
Promenade and Katona István 
Street (the place where he was 
wounded).

Location: Esztergom, Statue of 
Bálint Balassa
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The Royal Palace of Visegrád 
and the Hercules Fountain
The Royal Palace of Visegrád, as it is 
today, was built by Béla IV after the Tatar-
Mongol invasion. In 1323, Charles I estab-
lished his seat here and he built his royal 
residence at the foot of the castle hill. 
It was completed by his son Louis I and 
later expanded by King Sigismund and 
Matthias Corvinus. The fate of the buil-
ding complex was sealed by the Ottoman 
occupation of 1544 and the warfare in 
the region. The palace was reduced to 
ruins during the Ottoman period. With 
the retreat of the armies and the reoc-
cupation of Visegrád, a new settlement 
was established near the palace, whose 
inhabitants considered the former royal 
residence as a quarry. The rainwater 
and alluvium pouring down from the hill 
buried the remaining ruins.
The greatest values of the palace are 
perhaps the six wells, only four of which 
are currently on display. The most impor-
tant of these is the Renaissance Hercules 
Fountain from the era of Matthias, made 
of red marble in 1484 and which is sur-
vived in a mostly complete state. It was 
the work of the Roman sculptor Giovanni 
Dalmata (Ivan Duknovic), a justly famous 
sculptor of the time. The fountain was 
filled with spring water led to the palace 
from the nearby hills. The side panels of 
the fountain were decorated with the 
coats of arms of King Matthias, while 
the central figure depicted Hercules as 
a child fighting with the Lernaean Hydra. 
The character of the child Hercules is 
allegorical, it may refer to King Matthias’ 
illegitimate son (John Corvinus), whom he 
had appointed as his heir when the foun-
tain was built. 

Location: Visegrád, Royal Palace

The Mary Chapel in Visegrád
The Chapel, which stands alone on the 
banks of the Danube in Visegrád, proc-
laims the victory of the Christian armies 
over the Ottoman troops and the libe-
ration of Visegrád from the occupation 
of the Ottoman Empire in 1684. The 
identity of the builders of the Chapel 
is unknown. It is assumed that either 
the troops who recaptured Visegrád 
erected it to commemorate the victory, 
or perhaps German settlers did who 
sailed down the Danube and thanked 
the Virgin Mary on their arrival in their 
new homeland following their suc-
cessful journey and settlement. The 
Baroque Chapel was restored in 1788 
and 1873. In its sanctuary, a replica of 
a painting, depicting the Madonna of 
Passau, was placed. The Chapel also 
commemorates Franz Joseph’s stay in 
Visegrád, which is recorded on a stone 
tablet. Its patronal festival is held on 8th 
of September, the feast of the Nativity 
of Mary (the day of birth of Virgin Mary), 
which is a traditional celebration in the 
village.

Location: Visegrád, Mary Chapel

The Water Bastion in 
Visegrád  
The Danube was an integral part of 
the building system of the Visegrád 
Castle and Palace. The Water Bastion 
was built in the 13th century to serve 
as a defensive structure for the har-
bour in front of the palace and its 
location made it suitable for control-
ling the traffic on the Danube. The 
Bastion was located in the immediate 
vicinity of the ship station and it was 
connected to the Lower Castle by 
thick walls, which provided a direct 
link between the Citadel and the 
Danube. As time passed, the Bastion 
lost its function and it slowly became 
a barrier to traffic along the Danube. 
Subsequently, it was filled in and 
the level of the route was raised. Its 
current form was created by János 
Schulek in the 1930s. A statue of the 
creator of the castle system, Béla IV, 
stands on the staircase, while the 
iron railing bears the coats of arms 
of the dynasties of Árpád, Anjou and 
Luxemburg, as well as of Matthias 
Corvinus.

Location: Visegrád, Water Bastion
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The Danube Monograph of 
Luigi Ferdinando Marsigli
Luigi Ferdinando Marsigli was perso-
nally involved in the expulsion of the 
Turkish armies in 1683 as a military sci-
entist and he also played a major role in 
the fortification of the Visegrád Castle 
as a military engineer. During his visit to 
the Kingdom of Hungary, he wrote his 
monograph about the Danube, which 
was published in Amsterdam in 1726. 
He described the landscape along 
the Danube from Kahlenberg, near to 
Vienna, to Giurgiu in Wallachia in six 
volumes and presented it on eighteen 
map sheets. He provides more than 
200 copperplates as faithful portraits 
of the age about wild water systems, 
building stock, archaeological monu-
ments, peoples and geographical 
conditions from the areas that were 
liberated from Ottoman oppression. 
Thanks to the monograph, Europe was 
able to become familiar with the ter-
ritory of the Kingdom of Hungary and 
to raise public awareness of the fact, 
in contrast to the earlier maps, that 
the Danube has a north-south course 
after Esztergom.

Location: Visegrád, Solomon Tower

Solomon Tower (Lower Castle)
The Lower Castle of Visegrád primarily served 
military and defensive purposes and it was also 
the residence of the ispán and of royalty. Its 
construction is linked to the King Béla IV. Fearing 
from another Tatar-Mongol attack, the King gave 
a ‚bare hill’ in the forest of Pilis to the queen in 
order to protect widows and orphans in case of 
danger. Its Lower Castle had particular strategic 
importance, as it was located near the route 
connecting two important cities of the time, Buda 
and Esztergom, which allowed it to control both the 
highway and the traffic on the Danube. The fortress 
was equipped with a gate tower, a watchtower, 
ramparts and a tower house. The Lower Castle was 
connected to the Citadel by a wall closing down 
the valley, hence the castle built on the hilltop was 
directly linked to the watchtowers on the Danube. 
The vulnerability of the building stemmed from its 
one-sided fortification, which focused on warding 
off the Tatar-Mongol attack. Due to the anticipated 
attack from the Danube, the Lower Castle had a 
much stronger fortification on the northern side 
(battlements, a portcullis, an escape gate), while 
the southern side was not fortified. This meant that 
it could easily be occupied from the neighbouring 
Sibrik hill, which was almost on the same level.
The name of the tower (wrongly) refers to Solomon, 
King of Hungary, who was imprisoned by his 
cousins Géza I and Saint Ladislaus in 1074. The 
tower is mentioned in the chronicles; however, it 
was probably located in the former royal castle on 
the Sibrik hill, while the Lower Castle itself was built 
a century and a half later. This tower also had a 
famous prisoner, namely Vlad Ţepeş, who is widely 
known as Vlad Dracula. He was taken as a prisoner 
by Matthias Corvinus in 1462, when the Voivode 
of Wallachia made an alliance with the Turks. 
According to some sources, the voivode, who was 
known for his extreme cruelty, abandoned his  
cruelty.

Location: Visegrád, Solomon Tower
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Szob’s commemoration of King 
Saint Ladislaus, 
who drew water
King Saint Ladislaus joins the ranks 
of the miraculous biblical figures and 
saints who drew water (Moses, Saint 
Paul, Saint Thomas, Saint George, etc.). 
The story of the King’s miraculous 
deed was first mentioned by Pelbartus 
Ladislaus of Timişoara in a sermon in 
the 15th century. Written sources did not 
mention this deed; although, folklore 
preserved the miracle of water since 
the Middle Ages which was attributed 
to Saint Ladislaus. Consequently, the 
sacred wells and springs associated 
with the deed. There are countless 
variations of water-related stories about 
Saint Ladislaus in different regions 
throughout the Carpathian Basin. The 
miracle is said to have occurred in 
numerous ways, like at the King’s prayer, 
with the hoof of his horse, by touching 
the rock with his spear, sword or axe, in 
a tight situation or being thirsty after a 
victorious battle. 
The memory of the holy king within the 
Euroregion is preserved in the church 
of St. Ladislaus in Szob. The single-aisle, 
baroque church was built between 1775 
and 1778. One of the church’s greatest 
treasures is a pair of wooden statues 
depicting St. Stephen and St. Emeric. 
The sculptures, made by master Lőrinc 
Dunaiszky, constitute the first historical 
twin sculptures in Hungary’s classicist 
sculpture. The altarpiece of the church 
depicts St. Ladislaus who draws water 
from a rock. It was painted by Ferenc 
Lohr in 1927. One of the two great bells 
is also named after Saint Ladislaus.

Location: Szob, Church of St. Ladislaus

Damásd Castle
The castle, originally built as a tower house, demonstrably was already present 
between 1339 and 1342, because documents show that King Charles Robert 
stayed there five times during this period. The Castle mainly played a strategic 
role: the trade routes along the Ipoly/Ipeľ River, leading to the mining towns were 
controlled from here. 
The destruction of the original castle is linked to the Turkish occupation of 
Esztergom (1543) or Vác (1544), when Damásd was also taken by the invading 
troops. To prevent the Hungarian soldiers from invading the conquered territo-
ries, the Turks began the construction in Damásd in 1581. Small buildings and 
walls were erected next to the tower house. The owners of the castle were frequ-
ently changed during the battles, as it stood in a difficult-to-defend location. In 
1641, in the absence of the commander of the castle, the Turks from Vác sailed 
up the Ipoly/Ipeľ to storm and capture it.
Today, Damásd Castle stands in ruins. In 2013-14 information panels and a picnic 
bench were placed next to it. The castle’s wider surroundings are no longer frequ-
ented by troops, but by peaceful tourists: the area is an attractive destination for 
nature and water tourists, thanks to the proximity of the Ipoly/Ipeľ and Börzsöny.

Location: Ipolydamásd, Damásd Castle
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The Battle of Párkány
In order to recapture Esztergom in 1683, the Christian army marching on the left 
bank of the Danube had to capture the Turkish fortress of Párkány/Štúrovo first, 
in order to cross to the other bank through the pontoon bridge built beyond the 
range of the cannons of the Esztergom Castle. The Turks had fortified the former 
fortress of Kakat during the battles. The modern name of the settlement dates 
back to this time: the Turks called it Dzsigerdelen Parkani, which means ‚liver-pier-
cing fortress’, referring to the fact that from here they could shoot at the ‚stomach’ 
of Esztergom, the Water City.
The battle, known as the Battle of Párkány, was fought on 9th of October 1683 and 
resulted in a devastating defeat for the Turks. The events leading up to the battle 
were unfavourable: two days earlier, the army of the Polish King, John Sobieski, 
had lost two thousand men because of the Turkish invasion led by Kara Mustafa, 
which was equivalent to a defeat. The king himself almost perished in the Turkish 
ambush. However, Charles of Lorraine and his army of relief arrived on the 8th of 
October. Thus, the Christians now outnumbered the Turks three to four times. 
The Poles, recovering their strength, and the newly arrived troops joined forces 
to push out the Turks, many of whom tried to escape back to Esztergom via the 
pontoon bridge. It was so crowded that it split in two in the middle and its constant 
bombardment by the Christian armies completely destroyed the structure, hence 
killing hundreds of Turkish soldiers in the Danube.
The memory of the famous Polish ruler is commemorated in both Esztergom and 
Párkány/Štúrovo. The monument in Esztergom is located in Elizabeth Park and 
depicts the Polish royal eagle. On the other side, a monumental full-length bronze 
equestrian statue is located in Párkány/Štúrovo to commemorate the general who 
triumphed over the Ottoman conquerors in the vicinity of the statue, thus paving 
the way for the liberation of Buda and later the entire Kingdom of Hungary. Latin 
inscription on the limestone pedestal is translated in the followings, ‚We came, we 
saw, God conquered’.

Location: Štúrovo, Monument of the Polish King, John Sobieski

Bottyán the Blind’s 
mansion in Esztergom
János Bottyán was probably born in 
the 1640s in Esztergom during the 
Ottoman period. He fought alongside 
the armies of the Polish King of John 
Sobieski for liberating his hometown 
at the Battle of Párkány on 9th of 
October 1683. His appointment as 
lieutenant of the Esztergom cavalry 
attests to his merits on the battlefield. 
After the liberation, he built a large 
house in the town square, which 
certainly stood in 1698. According 
to tradition, he became a supporter 
of the prince Francis Rákóczi after 
a duel with the Kuruc (armed anti-
Habsburg insurgents) brigadier 
László Ocskay. Crossing the frozen 
Danube he besieged and occupied 
the Water City in February 1706, but 
failed to take the castle. Nevertheless, 
six months later he occupied it, with 
the leadership of the prince Rákóczi. 
Imperial General Franz Kuckländer 
expropriated the Bottyan Palace 
in Esztergom because of his role 
in the war of independence. After 
Kuckländer’s death in 1719, the 
building complex was owned by the 
royal chamber of Buda and later it 
was bought by the city of Esztergom 
in 1728. The former Bottyán mansion 
was converted into the town hall, 
where the first public assembly was 
held on 24th of April 1773 and the 
building has been using for this 
purpose ever since.

Location: Esztergom, City Hall

The third verse of the 
Kossuth-song
During the War of Independence of 
1848-49, Lajos Kossuth also visited 
Esztergom on 18th of October 1848 
to recruit soldiers. According to the 
records, he arrived by boat at around 
6 p.m. accompanied by a soldier 
brigade and he was greeted by enthu-
siastic citizens of Esztergom with tor-
ches and singing. He was escorted to 
the Spa Hotel. The next day, he sailed 
to Komárom on a warship named after 
the Minister of War, Lazarus Mészáros, 
a model of which can be seen in the 
Danube Museum.
According to the tradition, the third 
verse of the Kossuth song was born 
during this visit of the town. That part of 
the verse begins as “Esik eső karikára”. 
Some say that this verse was written 
by George Hulényi of Esztergom, while 
others believe it was spontaneously 
composed by the enthusiastic crowd 
that welcomed Kossuth.

Location: Esztergom, Hungarian 
Museum of Water Administration and 
Environmental Protection
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Major rivers and streams serve as both physical borders and interfaces between 
neighbouring areas and this duality enhances the value of crossing points, which 
have historically been important sites for trade. It is no coincidence that one of 
the main conditions for urbanisation was the provision of water crossings. Initially, 
this was provided by ferries and it was only thanks to the technological devel-
opment, namely various bridges started to appear. However, even today, water-
borne transport is still carried out by ferrymen in many places.
The Ister-Granum Euroregion also had a number of ferries operating in the area 
since the beginning of the Middle Ages. There are written records about the exis-
tence of such crossings in Esztergom, Szob and Visegrád. Similarly, smaller ferries 
were built on the Ipoly/Ipeľ (e.g. at Ipolytölgyes, and at one time also at Damásd) and 
the Garam/Hron river. Later, wooden bridges were built on the two smaller rivers 
(certainly, there were on the Ipoly/Ipeľ in the 13th century), but they were occasio-
nally damaged by floods. Crossing was also possible at the mills, built along the 
river. The earliest stone bridge was built at Šahy, after the Mongol-Tatar invasion. 
In the course of time, almost every settlement along the Ipoly/Ipeľ river had its own 
bridge. Therefore, it was possible to cross the river in every 3 kilometres on average.
The first major bridge on the Danube was built by the Ottoman Turks who 
conquered Esztergom in 1543. It was built in 1585 by the order of Pasha Sinan 
from Buda. The bridge served the needs of the crossing until the Battle of Párkány 
in 1683 and until the recapture of Esztergom. Then (as shown on contemporary 
engravings), the imperial army destroyed the constitution during the battle.
A flying bridge was built on the Danube in the 18th century. This technical innovation 
consisted of seven boats anchored behind each other in the middle of the river. The 
ferry boat was tied to them downstream and, utilising the advantage of the stream 
of the river, a skilful helmsman (like a pendulum) transferred passengers from one 
side to the other. The advantage of the flying bridge over the ship bridge was that it 
did not interfere the movement of ships that passed on the Danube.

A new ship bridge was opened in 1842 between Esztergom and Štúrovo. It 
consisted of 40 boats was and it was built in a period when steamship traffic was 
increasing on the Danube, so it was necessary to ensure its opening and its ligh-
ting at night. The bridge served the purpose, with minor interruptions, until the 
construction of the Mária Valéria Bridge. 
The development of railways provided further incentives to build ferries. In 1890, 
Visegrád had a very popular railway station in Nagymaros, which required a ferry 
and a screw steamship. Across Dömös, at the foot of the St. Michael’s hill, the 
Dömösi crossing stop was built. Until 1895, the railway station of Esztergom was 
also located on the left bank of the Danube, at Kovácspatak, from where a screw 
steamship transported the passengers. In contrast, the inhabitants of Moča fer-
ried to the station Süttő-Felső from the present-day inn, while Piszke provided the 
railway connection for Kravany nad Dunajom.
The history of the river crossings across the Danube and the Ipoly/Ipeľ was fund-
amentally shaped by the post First World War treaty which changed these cros-
sings into international crossings. In addition, at the end of the Second World War, 
many of the bridges were destroyed by the retreating German army. During the 
communist era, the party leadership of the two countries had very strict rules on 
border crossing and passport conditions, which was a disadvantageous circums-
tance. Thus, the destroyed bridges were not rebuilt and ferries were more likely to 
operate within the country.
The change of regime and especially the EU accession introduced the renaissance 
of crossings. While in 1990, there was one river ferry (Esztergom-Štúrovo) and one 
railway bridge (Szob-Chľaba) across the whole Euroregion. From, 2023 there will 
be three additional bridges and three ferry links between the two countries.

Who is paying for the ferryman?
Crossing across the rivers in the Ister-Granum Euroregion
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The bridge of Ipolydamásd
Before the First World War, a bridge 
spanned the river Ipoly/Ipeľ between 
Damásd and Chľaba, similarly in the 
case of the other 46 sites. Later, a 
ferry connection ensured the crossing. 
While in 1989, in relation to the const-
ruction of the Gabčíkovo-Nagymaros 
dam, a new bridge was built to allow 
the transport of gravel from the Slovak 
side. Subsequently, the municipali-
ties of the two villages initiated a joint 
carnival celebration, during which the 
inhabitants of the two villages dressed 
in costumes (masquerade) and they 
met at the bridge. A straw doll was lit 
and thrown into water, thus burying the 
winter. Although, the suspension of the 
construction work put an end to regular 
crossings and later the bridge was dest-
royed by the icy flood in 2000. The tra-
dition of carnival celebrations has rema-
ined ever since and the access has been 
provided by boats.
From 2023, thanks to the Slovak-
Hungarian Interreg programme, a new 
bridge will serve people, living on the 
two banks, and will serve also the visi-
tors who come from further spaces, who 
now will be able to cross the border on 
the EuroVelo 6 route between Bratislava 
and Budapest. The bridge would also 
provide a pedestrian access between 
the Börzsöny and Burda hiking trails.

Location: Ipolydamásd, New bridge

The tunnel connecting 
Visegrád and Nagymaros
In 1956, the countries of the CMEA 
decided on the complex utilisation of 
the Danube between Devín in Slovakia 
and the Black Sea, which included 
the construction of a waterway at 
Gabčíkovo in Czechoslovakia and at 
Nagymaros in Hungary. The inters-
tate contract for the construction of 
the facility was signed in 1977 and 
constructions began in 1984 bet-
ween Visegrád and Nagymaros. This 
included the construction of a utility 
tunnel along the route of the planned 
dam. The 55-metre-long utility tunnel 
consists of concrete rings with a dia-
meter of 3 metres and is located 17 
metres below the surface.
Although, the construction was 
suspended by the Hungarian gover-
nment in 1989. The utility tunnel has 
not been demolished and it is opened 
to the public once or twice a year, 
based on pre-registration. The site is 
not really suitable for hiking (there are 
utility pipings and an underground 
aquifer well) since it is a utility tunnel. 
Nevertheless, it is an exciting site to 
see and it includes a small exhibition 
about the aquatic fauna and flora, as 
well as about the construction of the 
power plant.

Location: Nagymaros and Visegrád, 
entrances to the tunnel

The pontoon bridge of 
Visegrád
Emperor and King Franz Joseph I 
visited Visegrád twice. He arrived both 
times by train to Nagymaros, from 
where he crossed the river by a ferry 
to Visegrád. On his first visit in 1888, 
he came to the Visegrád Mountains 
only to hunt, accompanied by Prince 
Leopold of Bavaria
In 1892, he visited Hungary in the vici-
nity of Balassagyarmat in connection 
with a military exercise. From here, 
he travelled down to Nagymaros 
where the army quickly built a pon-
toon bridge, they did it only within 79 
minutes. Across this bridge, the 4th 
army corps crossed from the Visegrád 
side to the Nagymaros. Earlier, the 
Emperor had visited Visegrád on board 
of the screw steamship „Hableány”, 
then he observed the construction 
and the crossing from the board of 
steamer „Fiume”. Never before in the 
history of the Monarchy’s army had a 
pontoon bridge been completed so 
quickly. Following the military exer-
cise, the bridge was dismantled, thus 
the railway station in Nagymaros was 
still accessible to the inhabitants by 
ferry.

Location: Visegrád, Mary Chapel
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The Mária Valéria Bridge
There has always been a crossing on the Danube in the area of Esztergom. There 
is a written record of the existence of a so-called ferry of Kakath (former name of 
Štúrovo) from the 11th century. However, the construction of a permanent stone 
bridge had to wait until the end of the 19th century. Before it, the crossing was 
provided by a ferry link, a boat bridge, a flying bridge and a pile bridge.
Named after Emperor Franz Joseph’s youngest daughter, the 500-metre-long 
bridge was built between 1893 and 1895 and it was based on the design of János 
Feketeházy. The 2,500-tonne steel structure, built on stone pillars, was assembled 
by hand riveting by the employees of the company, Cathry Szaléz és Fia (Cathry 
Szaléz and son). They used 490,000 rivets. The ceremonial opening of the bridge 
took place on 28th of September 1895. In the 105 years after its opening, the 
bridge served the inhabitants of the two banks of the river for only 42 years. The 
last arch on the side of Štúrovo was blown up in 1919, which could be repaired only 
in 1927. Later, the three middle spans were blown up by the retreating German 
army on the day after Christmas in 1944.
Since 1963, a ferry has provided the crossing between Esztergom and Štúrovo, 
but the local people have always hoped that the bridge would be once rebuilt. This 
rebuilding finally took place in 2000-2001 with the support of the European Union, 
specifically half of the €19.7 million investment was covered by the EU, while 
the other half was equally covered by the Hungarian and Slovak governments. 
The ceremony was attended by the two Prime Ministers, the EU Enlargement 
Commissioner and tens of thousands of spectators on 11th of October 2001. The 
opening was held in a euphoric atmosphere and the rebuilt bridge has become a 
symbol of historic Hungarian-Slovak reconciliation.

Location: Esztergom and Štúrovo, Mária Valéria Bridge

The Aquaphone festival
The people of the Esztergom and 
Štúrovo area kept in touch with each 
other in a special way during the 
years of physical fragmentation that 
followed the Second World War. The 
bridge was blown up and the autho-
rities radically restricted cross-border 
travel between communist countries. 
The separated relatives walked down 
to the Danube bank on quiet evenings 
and lean over the water to maintain 
contacts.
The Aquaphone event, which has 
been held every year since 2005 and 
was initiated by Hanneke Frühauf, wife 
of Károly Frühauf, a native of Štúrovo, 
exploits this message-carrying and 
relationship-building quality of water. 
The performance, which is repeated 
year after year, is organised by the 
Cultural Association of Štúrovo and 
its Region and the Štefan und Viera 
Frühauf Foundation in Baden. The per-
formance will feature a text in Slovak, 
Hungarian and German, accompanied 
by music, written especially for the 
occasion by prominent figures from 
the Hungarian and Slovak literary life. 
The performance, will take a dialogue 
form, will take place at the bridgehead 
between Štúrovo and Esztergom, 
recalling the symbolic crossing and 
referring to the sense of belonging.

Location: Esztergom and Štúrovo, 
near the Mária Valéria Bridge

The Bridge guard project
The opening of the Mária Valéria Bridge 
between Esztergom and Štúrovo was 
an event with historic significance in 
2001. It has experienced numerous 
historical vicissitudes. The bridge itself 
has become one of the busiest border 
crossings between the two countries, 
thus promoting not only family, fri-
endship and professional contacts. 
It creates appropriate environment 
for thousands of people to commute 
from the southern Slovakia to Hungary 
for working, shopping, cultural tou-
rism and it enables the patients from 
Slovakia to receive treatment in the 
hospital of Esztergom.
The history of the bridge is a reminder 
that similar structures are endan-
gered: the stumps of the bridge 
waited 57 years to once again serving 
as a crossing point and a mutual rap-
prochement for the people living in 
the area. This fragility is highlighted 
by the Bridge guard project, launched 
in 2004 by the Cultural Association 
of Štúrovo and its Region and the 
Štefan und Viera Frühauf Foundation 
in Baden. The two organisations offer 
3-6 month scholarships, in the spirit of 
the bridge-builders, to artists from all 
around the world to work in a creative 
house provided by the municipality of 
Štúrovo in order to strengthen and to 
preserve links. Since the beginning of 
the project, more than 50 artists have 
been active in Štúrovo, preserving the 
bridge from further destruction - in 
the spiritual sense. For a few years 
now, the project has also been orga-
nising a joint Hungarian-Slovak book 
fair and literary meeting in connection 
with Aquaphone.

Location: Štúrovo, Town Museum
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The Tatars in Esztergom
In less than 20 years, the Tatars 
(Mongols) conquered a large part 
of Asia and reached the Kingdom of 
Hungary in March 1241. They devas-
tated the eastern part of the country 
and destroyed settlements; nevert-
heless, they were not able to cross 
the Danube until the onset of the 
winter, fearing a dangerous coun-
terattack. According to some reports, 
this finally took place near Esztergom, 
due to the extremely harsh cold. 
The Danube was also frozen, but the 
Hungarians, on the right bank of the 
river, were constantly breaking the 
ice, which made the crossing risky 
for the Tatars. Subsequently, they 
resorted to a ruse. They pretended 
that they are leaving, but they left the 
animals near the Danube. When they 
had not been seen for three days, 
the Hungarians crossed the ice and 
drove the cattle through. The hidden 
sentries of the Tatars then informed 
the main army and they crossed over 
to the Danube. They still failed to take 
the Esztergom Castle, but the city was 
devastated and burned.

Location: Esztergom, Castle Hill

The railway bridge of Szob 
(Sávoly Bridge)
One of the first railway lines of the 
Kingdom of Hungary was built bet-
ween Pest-Buda and Bratislava, in 
the autumn of 1851. The railway 
track to Szob was built along the left 
bank of the Danube, where the king-
dom’s largest railway bridge (almost 
60 metres long) provided a crossing 
option across the Ipoly/Ipeľ. The 
bridge, rebuilt in 1859 as a doub-
le-track bridge, had to be replaced 
by a new structure at the turn of the 
century due to its technical condi-
tion. After the First World War, railway 
traffic ceased between Hungary and 
Czechoslovakia. During this hostile 
period, the idea of building a new 
railway bridge or tunnel between 
Zebegény and Dömös and extending 
the line to Esztergom via this tunnel, 
thus eliminating the dead-end cha-
racter of the line from Szob, was also 
discusses.
In the Second World War, the railway 
bridge of Szob also suffered the con-
sequences of the war. The plans for its 
reconstruction were prepared by the 
engineer Pál Sávoly. Since 1949, it has 
been ensuring the passage of trains, 
while not only between Budapest 
and Bratislava, but also to Hamburg, 
Berlin, Warsaw and Prague.
The bridge also involves a pedestrian 
walkway, so one can walk from Szob 
to Chľaba and continue their hike in 
the Burda Mountains.

Location: Szob, Sávoly Bridge

The Ipoly/Ipeľ Bridge of Letkés
Once upon a time, almost every village had its own bridge on the Ipoly/Ipeľ. After 
the First World War, most of the bridges remained in use, thanks to the institution 
of the so-called ‚dual ownership’. After the Trianon agreement, those Hungarian 
and Slovakian who had part of their farmland beyond the border could cross 
these bridges. However, most of these bridges were destroyed during the Second 
World War and the dual ownership was abolished. The destroyed bridges were 
not rebuilt because of strict border controls.
A bridge link between Letkés and the neighbouring Salka existed from historical 
times, but the structure was not located on its current site. The historical bridge 
connected the centre of Letkés with the neighbouring settlement, which was for-
merly a market town. During the Second World War, the settlements on the other 
side of the river were returned to Hungary and the Hungarian government conti-
nued the regulation of the Ipoly/Ipeľ river that was begun at the end of the previous 
century, cutting several bends and transforming the riverbed. The constructions 
were carried out in several stages from the riverbed cuts during the Second World 
War to the fish ladders built around the turn of the millennium. In this process, 
the original meandering course of the Ipoly/Ipeľ was altered, while in some cases 
the alteration was significant, and a small dam was built at Ipolytölgyes. During the 
constructions, some projects were abandoned, thus resulting the appearance of 
a so-called ‚Trianon canal’ at Letkés, which would have been the new, straightened 
bed of the Ipoly/ Ipeľ, but it was never completed. The canal branch has become 
a paradise for the anglers.
The old bridge was demolished and it was replaced by a new crossing at the nort-
hern end of the village. Originally, the river flowed under the Hungarian bridge 
arch, but this was also relocated under the Slovak bridge structure during the 
regulation. The bridge was blown up at the end of the Second World War and it 
was rebuilt between 1952 and 1954. Nevertheless, traffic across the bridge was 
banned shortly afterwards and it was only reopened to traffic after the change of 
the regime in August 1994. Today, three steel-framed bridges assure the crossing 
of the floodplain and the river.

Location: Letkés, Ipoly/Ipeľ Bridge
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The crossing at Dömös
Dömös became a popular hiking destination in the second half of the 19th century, 
when people travelled there from the capital by train. In those days, László Kőrösy, 
a teacher living in Dömös, took the initiative to set up a station along the Budapest-
Bratislava railway line, in opposite of Dömös, at the foot of the St. Michael’s hill, 
under the famous hermit caves. From here, the people were transported to the 
other side. Initially, it was done by a hand-driven, later by a motor-driven flat boat. 
Contemporary reports also inform about controversial situations when the hikers 
had to pay increased fares in order to catch a train on the opposite side of the 
river.
During harsh winters, it was also possible to cross the frozen Danube. In 1931, 
the passing bell, which was transported to Zebegény by railway, was brought to 
Dömös in this way across the river. 
After the regime change, several attempts were made to restart a small boat 
traffic. Today it is possible to use the ferry service, which can carry up to 26 people, 
by prior phone notification.

Location: Dömös and Nagymaros, Ferry port

The Kravany nad Dunajom 
ferry connection 
(cross-border)
A ferry connection between Piszke 
and Lábatlan certainly existed already 
in the 18th century. In 1863, Antal 
Gerenday, who initiated the develop-
ment processes of Lábatlan, built a 
boat station on the right bank of the 
Danube. Probably, he was motivated 
by the easy transport of the products 
of the local stone-carving workshop 
into the Hungarian capital. The sta-
tion was also used for ferry crossings. 
The attractiveness of the location 
was increased by the fact that the 
Esztergom-Komárom railway line 
could be taken from Lábatlan.
The Piszke-Kravany nad Dunajom 
Reading Club was founded in 1868 
as a result of the expanding links bet-
ween the two settlements. The Club, 
initiatiated by Antal Gerenday, also 
served as a casino. Its members ori-
ginated from the two settlements and 
the organisation played an important 
role in spreading the civic way of life.
The ferry connection between 
Kravany nad Dunajom and Lábatlan 
was ceased by the Treaty of Trianon 
and was restored in 2013 with the 
accession to the European Union and 
to the Schengen area.

Location: Kravany nad Dunajom, 
Ferry port

The Bridging Days
Since 1996, the Bridging Days have 
been organising every year by the 
municipalities between the twin 
towns of Komárom/Komárno and 
Esztergom/Štúrovo. As the name of 
the initiative suggests, the aim is to 
strengthen the links between the two 
border regions, which are in need 
of crossing points. The event will act 
as a bridge between the two count-
ries, the border communities and the 
inhabitants. It culminates in a cand-
le-lighting ceremony (dating back to 
1000 A.D.) and candles are released 
into the water in order to remind the 
need for connection. The number 
of candles is increased by one every 
year. 
This symbolic event has already pro-
duced two tangible results. First, the 
reopening of the ferry link between 
Kravany nad Dunajom and Lábatlan 
in 2013. Second, the construction 
of the ferry between Neszmély and 
Radvaň nad Dunajom which was built 
by the participation of Ister-Granum 
EGTC. The bridging is successful. 

Location: Kravany nad Dunajom, 
Ferry port
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The road of the waterwheel
Watermills in the Ister-Granum Euroregion

Solutions for grinding the grains needed for everyday bread have existed since 
prehistoric times. In the beginning, grinding stones were used: they were rubbed 
and crushed on a flat stone with another stone held in a handful, or the seeds 
were crushed in wooden bags. The real change came when the grain was placed 
between two cylindrically sculpted stones, with the upper stone rotated on the 
lower stone, which made the grinding process much more efficient. The use of 
hand mills is also mentioned in the legend of St. Gellért. These were small grinding 
tools, 30-40 cm in diameter. Over the ages, a variety of energy sources apart from 
human power were used to grind the seeds scattered between two stones, from 
animals (horses, donkeys, oxen) to wind and electricity. The use of the water wheel 
to meet energy needs and to replace human and animal power became wides-
pread in the early Middle Ages. The drift and weight of the water in the river or 
stream, hitting the waterwheel’s driving mechanism (paddle or spoon), forced the 
wheel to rotate, which, by transmitting the driving torque, activated the connected 
power tools. In addition to grain milling, the water wheel also drove the fulling mills 
used to compress woollen fabric, sawmills, windbags in forges, pumps in mines 
and hammers in hammer forges.
Waterwheels can be of three types depending on their propulsion. The simplest 
and earliest version is the noria (a bottomshot wheel), where the flow of water 
drives the lower (submerged) paddles of the wheel. All ship mills are based on this 
technology. The overshot waterwheel captures the weight and, in part, the force 
of the water falling on it from above in cells formed between its two side walls and 

uses it to produce a rotating motion. To do this, the water from the stream must 
be diverted somewhere upstream into a mill channel, and this channel must be 
led onto the water wheel with a smaller fall than the fall of the original stream. 
Later (late Middle Ages) all sorts of other water wheels - backshot, breastshot- 
were built, and the work of military engineers, hydraulic engineers played a part 
in this.
In addition to the waterwheels, the types of mill also varied, and the type of water-
wheel chosen depended on geographical conditions and rainfall. Large, navigable 
rivers tended to be floated with hull-mounted ship mills, while stream mills with 
dams and locks were built next to small, fast-flowing streams. Examples of both 
types can be found in the Euroregion.
On the Danube (Duna), mainly ship mills have become widespread, as the fluctua-
tions in the water level of the rivers are so great that it is not possible to build a 
mill on the banks of the Danube. There is documentary evidence of their presence 
as early as the Middle Ages. The mills consisted of a houseboat and a valley boat, 
and the bottomshot waterwheel between the two wooden buildings was driven 
by the current of the river. The undoubted advantage of ship mills was that their 
position could be easily changed, however, they had to be secured for towing and 
were very dangerous in storms, floods or ice drift. For this reason, the mills had to 
be towed ashore or to a tributary of the river before harsh weather. In the spring, 
work could begin after St Joseph’s Day and the mills could remain on the open 
water until the end of November, until St Andrew’s Day, as the proverb reminds 
us: „Andrew, let’s head home” („András, hazaláss!”).
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The development of river navigation and the spread of steamships required stri-
cter regulation of navigation and the provision of waterways. The waves gene-
rated by increased shipping traffic made it difficult to run ship mills anyway. River 
regulations reduced the length of rivers, thus reducing the area available for ship 
mills. And under communism, nationalisation removed the last ship mills from the 
region. A museum copy of the former boat mills of Moča can be seen in Kolárovo, 
Slovakia.
Almost all the villages in the valleys of the Ipoly (Ipeľ ) and Hron (Garam) rivers had 
at least one mill (there are archives of 25 mills at the Lower Ipoly from the 16th 
century, while in the Euroregion there are 7 mills in the Hron). The reason for the 
large number of mills was twofold: the hydrography of the area allowed mills to be 
built almost everywhere, and secondly, everyone wanted to produce flour as close 
to the mill as possible. 
Eleven mills were once operating on the Sikenica (Szikince) stream, which flows 
between the Hron and the Ipoly, starting from Levice. The millers of the low-
flowing stream had to come to an agreement with each other so that the stream 
could grind the amount of grain for everyone that day. For this reason, the millers 
along the Sikenica did not work all day, but only operated their mills at set times. 
According to tradition, Franz Schubert, who was a tutor in the Esterházy manor 
in Želiezovce [Zselíiz], wrote his song cycle ‚The Beautiful Maid of the Mill’ for the 
daughter of a miller from Sikenica (presumably Trhyňa [Tergenye]) during his stay.

The amazing Esztergom 
hydraulic machine 
The Mill Bastion, located in Víziváros district, 
was one of the strategic points on Esztergom’s 
defensive line until the end of the Turkish 
Wars. A spring of warm water sprang up here, 
and in the 14th century, a mill for grinding 
grain was built to exploit it. In order to pro-
tect the spring, a bastion was built around 
the mill, which was therefore named the 
Mill Bastion. Archbishop János Vitéz had a 
special hydraulic machine built here, which 
raised the drinking and bathing water to the 
Northern Bastion, sixty-three metres higher. 
The structure was designed by the Florentine 
master Chimenti Camicia, who provided the 
castle’s inhabitants with fresh water for more 
than 200 years, when access to water from 
a deep well was limited. The structure, which 
was the wonder of the Ottoman chroniclers 
who occupied the city, can now be seen in 
the reconstructed Veprech Tower, thanks 
to its reconstruction in 2019. Although the 
water-lifting structure is not in its original 
form, as the buoyant force of the spring was 
replaced by an engine and a transparent pipe 
system was used to show the balls moving in 
the pipe, the reconstruction well illustrates 
the logic of the structure. The water does not 
reach all the way to the Castle hill, but only to 
the fountain at the top of the tower, but the 
engineering marvel is still a source of admira-
tion on behalf of the visitors.
The hydraulic machine and the spring inc-
reased the strategic role of the bastion, as 
the water supply for the castle defenders 
was provided by the machine located here. 
In 1543, sultan Süleymān took advantage of 
this and, deprived of his water supply, the 
defenders were soon forced to surrender the 
castle.

Location: Esztergom, Malom Bastion

Another tradition originating from Sikenica: mothers of the girls in the area would 
put their newborn babies in baskets and lower them into the stream to avoid 
shame. The millers would then catch the baskets at lower streches downstream. 
They always needed helpers, so they raised the children who could later help with 
the work around the mill.
From the second half of the 19th century, steam mills began to gain ground, posing 
a threat to the livelihood of water millers, and several ‚fire mills’ (as they were 
popularly known) were set on fire in the country at this time.
The former mills of the Euroregion are now largely derelict and dispose of no tou-
rist attraction, but there are plans to renovate them and ensure their demonstra-
bility. Only the Antal water mill in Nagybörzsön can be explored in detail, thanks to 
a local exhibition. However, the region also has a special attraction that also used 
the buoyancy of water: the Esztergom Renaissance hydraulic machine pumped 
drinking and bathing water from the Víziváros district on the Danube to Várhegy 
(Castle hill). A reconstructed version of this wonderful machine can still be seen in 
Esztergom.
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The mills of Dömös
The location of Dömös made it a sui-
table site for both stream mills and 
ship mills. The oldest stream mill in 
the settlement was in operation long 
before the Turkish invasion and its 
building can still be seen today. The 
building, known locally as the Turkish 
mill, lost its original function in the 
20th century and was afterwards used 
as a granary. It was later turned into 
a local history collection, and the Mill 
Gallery was founded. An exhibition of 
works by painters with local connec-
tions also houses a replica of a pillar 
stone highlighted among the remains 
of the former provostry. The other 
surviving stream mill along the Szőke 
Spring Valley is now a place to stay, 
but has lost its mill character and its 
past lives on in its name only. 
The other type of mills, the ship mills, 
were located on the banks of the 
Danube in Dömös, but have not sur-
vived due to their fragility. The last of 
them were damaged in a storm. The 
anchoring rope of one of the mills 
broke, destroying the mill, the miller 
and the grain inside. The last ship 
mill broke down in 1944, the owner 
of which was killed and lost his son 
to harsh wind conditions during the 
delivery of war rations to Vác and 
Nagymaros.

Location: Dömös, Mill Gallery

The Antal water mill of 
Nagybörzsöny
Several stream mills were built in 
the settlement to exploit the water 
power of the Börzsöny stream, which 
crosses the settlement, and the 
existence of which is attested to in 
Turkish tax documents from 1570. 
At that time there were three mills, 
run by Márton Lőrinc, Petre Kis and 
Jakab Pencse. All of these people All 
three maintained a single-wheel mill 
in return for a tax of 50 akçe. By 1664 
only one mill remained, but after the 
expulsion of the Turks their number 
gradually increased: the first military 
survey in 1782 recorded four mills, 
and the 1860 census six. 

The Cserge mill of Ipolytölgyes
In Ipolytölgyes, there was once both a ship 
mill and a stream mill. They are first ment-
ioned in a charter of 1237. In 1570, the 
Turkish census mentioned the three-whe-
eled mill of Mátyás Győrök, whose owner 
was forced to pay a tax of 150 akçe. Two 
mills are still remembered today: the 
Cserge mill along the Cserge stream and 
the Egyeg ship mill, which stood in the 
former bend of the River Ipoly. Only the 
ruins of the Cserge mill have been pre-
served. The latter had an overshot water 
wheel: a wooden channel was created 
above the wheel to direct the water to the 
top paddles of the wheel. The wheel itself 
was covered, protected from the elements 
by a roof. The mill included two wheels, an 
overshot wheel with a diameter of nearly 
three metres and a small diameter axle 
wheel. The latter had a lower efficiency, 
but its higher rotational speed made it 
more suitable for operating a saw.
The water from the Cserge stream was 
diverted three hundred metres upstream 
into the mill canal, which ran up to the mill 
bulwark and then flowed back into the 
stream bed. It was a small mill, with five 
hundredweight of grain a day, but unlike 
the larger mills, it was capable of produ-
cing flour from everyone’s own grain. The 
first mention of the mill dates back to 
1769, and it was used for grinding grain 
until 1946, after which it was used only for 
sawing. In the 1930s, it was powered by 
a horizontal internal combustion engine, 
and the wheel was burnt during the war. 
The last miller of it was János Verbóka, 
who served the needs of the area until the 
end of the Second World War.

Location: Ipolytölgyes, Cserge mill

In the early 20th century, four mills 
were operating in Nagybörzsöny. 
The still existing back-shot water 
mill named after Antal György 
was built after the fire of 1847 
and was completed in 1851. The 
water of the Börzsöny stream was 
distended two hundred metres 
upstream and led to the mill by 
a small ditch. The water wheel is 
located in the basement of the 
mill, sheltered by a roof, and its 
blades receive water from above, 
giving it a higher capacity than 
an under-shot mill. Finally, the 
„power water” used is returned to 
the streambed through a tunnel. 
Serving only local needs, the mill’s 
daily output varied between 12 
and 16 hundred kilos and ope-
rated all day during the summer. 
The building’s value is enhanced 
by the fact that it has been pre-
served in working order, which 
is exceptional among the milling 
monuments along the River Ipoly. 
It consists of a dwelling, a two-
storey water mill, a cart shed and 
stables. The old stone grinding 
system was replaced by a roller 
mill in the 1930s, so the millstones 
- together with the 160-year-old 
bread oven - can be viewed in the 
courtyard of the building, while 
the roller mill, grinder and cleaner 
are located inside. The restora-
tion of the mill and the creation of 
the exhibition inside it were made 
possible thanks to the inter-
vention of the Pest County Grain 
and Milling Company in 1980.

Location: Nagybörzsöny, Water 
mill



6564

The mill of Zalaba
One of Zalaba’s main attractions is 
the water mill, which has a history 
dating back to 1791 and is located 
next to the event area, which is a hub 
of hustle and bustle and hosts cul-
tural events. The much-seen mill has 
changed hands several times. It was 
built by the Esterházy family of Zseliz, 
who also invited Schubert. In 1901 the 
mill was owned by the widow Countess 
Vilmosné Pongrácz. The licence and 
the technical specifications of the mill 
show that it had two wooden under-
shot water wheels, the upper dia-
meter being 4,2 metres and the lower 
3,9 metres. The mill used two pairs 
of grinding stones, one metre in dia-
meter, which required a water flow 
rate of 1  300 litres per second. 
In case of a flood, both the mill leat 
and the waste gate had to be kept 
open to allow the tide to flow freely. 
Until the 1950s, the dam next to the 
mill also served as a beach for village 
children in the summer heat, where 
youngsters would jump into the water 
from the mill wheel. During the soci-
alist regime, after nationalisation in 
the 1950s, the building was bought 
by the Unified Farmers’ Cooperative; 
from then on, the mill was powered 
by electricity rather than the stream 
and was used for grinding animal feed 
instead of wheat milling. In 2017, the 
local government bought the building, 
which later became derelict and in a 
state of disrepair, from the grandson 
of the last miller, István Pál. Today, the 
monument of industrial history has 
been preserved and its development is 
on the agenda.  

Location: Zalaba, former mill

The mill of Sikenička
The construction of the mill in 
Sikenička is linked to the Mészáros 
family, who moved from Zalaba in the 
1870s. It is worth noting that the last 
miller to work in the mill had a degree 
in milling.
According to the 1902 licence docu-
ment issued to János Mészáros, the 
owner of the mill in Sikenička, the mill 
leat consisted of three openings, the 
left and the middle one for the wheels, 
while the right one was used as a free-
flowing mill. Under the licence issued, 
the Sikenica stream was allowed to 
be distended to a maximum height 
of 98,2 metres above sea level. The 
excess water was drained by the 
spill channel, 178 metres long. The 
mill had two undershot wheels, the 
larger of which was the upper wheel 
(4,48 metres in diameter) and the 
lower wheel was nearly half a metre 
in diameter (4,03 metres). Internally, 
the upper wheel rotated two pairs of 

rollers and the smaller one a mills-
tone with a diameter of one metre. 
In addition to the maintenance of 
the mill structure, the miller was also 
responsible for the maintenance of 
the stream and spill channels and 
for compensating for any damage 
caused by the breaking and washing 
of the banks.
Major improvements to the mill were 
made in 1938, when the water power 
was replaced by an electric motor, 
and then, in a unique development in 
the region, the stream was diverted 
away from the mill in the 1960s. Over 
time, the ownership of the building 
changed: it became the property of 
the cooperative in 1945, was natio-
nalised in 1964 and then reverted to 
its original owner after the change 
of regime. The mill, which is now 
in a poor state of repair, has been 
re-roofed and some of its old equip-
ment still remains.

Location: Sikenička, former mill

The miller’s dumpling of 
Sikenička
A local speciality of Sikenička and the 
Sikenica Festival is the miller’s dump-
ling, made by the ship’s millers from 
flour and fish and always eaten as a 
last course. The miller, working on 
the Danube, had to cook for himself, 
so he needed a dish that was quick, 
with minimal ingredients and, last but 
not least, enough energy for the phy-
sical work. These needs gave birth to 
the crispy, fat-coated miller’s dump-
ling, the dough of which, according 
to tradition, should only be torn. The 
dough is made without eggs, from 
flour, water and salt, which is then 
scraped into boiling salted water. The 
dough is placed on a baking tray and 
sprinkled with the juice of the paprika 
fish and pieces of fish.
According to tradition, the first miller’s 
dumpling was made from cottage 
cheese left over from the previous 
day. To avoid wasting, the leftovers 
were placed in a pan, topped with 
fried onions and bacon, then fried in 
the oven with sour cream until crispy.

Location: Sikenička, former mill
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The steam mill of Štúrovo
Štúrovo has a long history of milling, with both dry and water mills operating in 
the town. However, technological and economic development brought radical 
changes about by the end of the 19th century. The use of coal as a fuel required 
the development of transport, which was facilitated by the development of rail-
ways. By 1850, the opening of the railway between Vác and Bratislava brought 
Štúrovo into direct communication with Vienna and Budapest, and by 1887 the 
railway to Levice and Šahy was built. By the turn of the century, all the conditions 
were in place for the modern milling industry, based on modern grinding techno-
logy, to become established in Štúrovo. In 1917, the Tímár brothers’ steam mill 
was built. During the First World War, the mill underwent rapid development and 
even received state support, thanks to which the most modern milling equipment 
of the era arrived in Štúrovo.
In 1944, the Germans tried to blow up the strategically important facility. The plant 
developer János Lettang and the then mayor of Štúrovo and director of the plant, 
László Dlouhý, managed to prevent the bombing, and lavishly entertained the 
German soldiers who arrived. Lettang also saved some of the mill workers from 
being executed after being charged with striking by Soviet soldiers who arrived in 
January 1945. In the endgame of World War II, the mill was hit by 38 shells and 
bombs, but was back to full capacity a month after the fighting had died down. 
In 1976, Czechoslovakia’s first and largest oatmeal production unit was established 
in the mill. The plant still uses this technology to clean, steam, crush and dry the 
oats. Thanks to this processing method, the flakes retain the important nutrients 
and the production is more economical than if the grains were put in the crusher 
in harder form. Wheat milling ceased in 1986. After the renovation of the building, 
a larger 30 tonne capacity oat flake factory was set up here. In 1998, a Slovak-
Czech-Luxembourg concern bought the company, which is still owned by them 
under the name of Štúrovo Mill. Production has increased again in recent years. 
The mill processes 3,500 tonnes of oats and 500 tonnes of other cereals per year, 
and also produces organic products. The products are exported to Hungary, the 
Czech Republic and Romania.

Location: Štúrovo, Mill of Štúrovo

The ferryhouse of Moča and the 
ship mills on the Danube 
The natural geography of the Danube 
made it suitable for the operation of ship 
mills. In the 18th and 19th centuries, the 
industrial boom of the region was linked 
to the milling industry and the spread of 
ship mills. Although there are no longer 
any ship mills in Moča, a record from 1857 
shows that there were 14 of them ope-
rating on the village’s shores. The central 
building of the village’s milling industry 
was the former ferryhouse, which, in 
addition to its function as a storehouse, 
provided a link between the millers 
and the farmers owning grain. This was 
where the milling fees were paid, where 
people waited during the milling process 
and where the grain was stored until it 
was delivered to the ship mill. The mill 
owners were always near the ferryhouse 
to receive the arriving farmers, supervise 
the dealings and be present when the 
flour was released. A farmer arriving with 
grain to be milled would first go to the 
ferryhouse to find the mill owner he liked 
and then unload his bags there. The mil-
ler’s assistants would take the full bags by 
boat to the mill, 2-3 hundredweights per 
turn. The bags were weighed in the mill 
without the farmer being present, and 
a duty of 10% was levied. This duty paid 
the wages of the servants and assistants. 
After milling, the flour was transported to 
the coast where the farmer could receive 
it. With the disappearance of the milling 
industry and the ship mills, the role of 
the ferryhouse changed and it eventually 
became a tavern, but it still retained one 
of its most important functions: a meeting 
place for locals and those from far away.

Location: Moča, Čarda Moča

The legend of the 
witchy wild goose
There used to be a tradition for 
the millers of Moča to rest after 
their day’s work at the ferryhouse. 
Legend has it that on one occa-
sion the millers’ rest was inter-
rupted by a group of wild geese 
swimming on the Danube. The 
millers decided to capture them. 
They got into a boat and appro-
ached the wild geese with due 
caution. They managed to catch 
one bird, but the others flew away 
immediately. But then the wild 
goose, in desperation, cried out 
in a woman’s voice to his fleeing 
companions, „Agatha, Dorothy, 
will you ever come back?” The mil-
lers realised that the Danube wild 
geese they were chasing were all 
witches, and they never dared to 
hunt them again.

Location: Moča, Čarda Moča
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Esztergom

Visegrád

Štúrovo

Kravany nad 
Dunajom
• The Lookout Tower 

of Kravany nad 
Dunajom

• The Romanesque 
Church of Kravany 
nad Dunajom

• The Danube 
promenade in Štúrovo

• The Christian Museum
• The Esztergom Basilica
• The Cathedral Library of 

Esztergom
• The Mihály Babits Memorial 

House on the Előhegy
• The Saint Thomas Hill
• The Little Danube Promenade
• The Saint Anne Church 

(„Round Church”)
• The Esztergom Synagogue

• The ruins of the 
Provostry in Dömös

• The Rám Gorge
• The Prédikálószék 

Lookout Tower

Dömös

• The Visegrád Citadel
• The Viktorin 

Monument under 
Visegrád Castle

• The Visegrád Parish 
church and its flower 
carpet

• The Zsitvay Lookout 
Tower

• The Parish Church in 
Nagymaros

• The Julianus lookout 
tower

• The Calvary in 
Nagymaros

• The Villa of Kálmán 
Kittenberger

Nagymaros

Other attractions in the region

Letkés
• The Mansion in 

Liliompuszta

Szob
• The Luczenbacher Castle 
• The Calvary in Szob
• The Luczenbacher 

Chapel

Ipolytölgyes
• The Holy Spirit Church 

in Ipolytölgyes

Sikenička
• The Saint Martin Church 

in Sikenička

Nagybörzsöny
• Saint Stephen’s Church in 

Nagybörzsöny
• The Miner Church in 

Nagybörzsöny
• The Mining Museum and 

the Folklore Museum in 
Nagybörzsöny

• The forest railway in 
Nagybörzsöny

Zalaba
• The Reformed Church  

in Zalaba
• The event area in Zalaba
• Vilmos Csontos 

Memorial House

• The Catholic Church 
in Zebegény

• The Trianon 
Memorial and the 
Kós Károly Lookout 
Tower

• The sunflower 
houses in Zebegény

• The Dőry villa in 
Zebegény

• The Millennium 
Tobacco Pavilion

• István Szőnyi 
Memorial Museum

• The Szepessy Villa in 
Zebegény 

Zebegény

Sights of 
the thematic routes

Other sights of the 
region

Recommended route for 
motor vehicles

Recommended route for 
bicycles
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Dömös

Ruins of the Provostry in Dömös
The ruins of the monastery and church, 
built by Prince Álmos at the beginning 
of the 12th century, can be found at 
the foot of the Red Hill (Vörös-hegy), 
at the edge of the village. The buil-
ding complex was built on the site of 
a royal centre. According to records, 
the throne of King Béla I fell on him 
in 1063 causing his death here. King 
Coloman of Hungary blinded Prince 
Álmos, the founder of the monastery, 
and his son, later King Béla II (the 
Blind), here. The church and monas-
tery complex was dedicated to Saint 
Margaret of Antioch, but the complex 
was destroyed during the Ottoman 
occupation. Nevertheless, its crypt 
was reconstructed and it is open to 
the public. It functions as a place of 
worship and it hosts cultural events.

The Rám Gorge
The volcanic gorge near to the Rám Hill 
(Rám-hegy) is one of the most popular 
hiking destinations around Budapest. 
It attracts more than 60,000 tourists 
a year. The steep cliffs, which over-
hang the hikers at some points, are 35 
metres high, while the stream valley 
is narrower than 3 metres in some 
places. Several ladders help the tou-
rists to advance along the footpath, 
which has been made as one-way 
from the direction of Dömös.

The Prédikálószék Lookout Tower
One of the highest points of the 
Danube Bend is the peak, called the 
Prédikálószék Lookout Tower. Tourists, 
climbing up next to the uniquely 
shaped Vadálló Stones, can enjoy an 
exceptional view from this Lookout 
Tower. It was built from natural mate-
rials in 2016, based on the design of 
József Koller. The Visegrád Gorge, the 
entire Börzsöny and even the snow-
capped peaks of the High Tatras, in 
case of appropriate weather condi-
tions, can be seen from this Tower. The 
three-storeyed lookout also houses an 
exhibition of medieval history.

Esztergom

The Cathedral Library of Esztergom
The oldest library in Hungary is the 
Esztergom Cathedral Library that is 
located in the building which was 
designed by József Hild in 1853. On the 
top of the façade of the Bibliotheca, 
which boasts an ornamental stair-
case, is Saint Jerome, who was the 
translator of the Bible into Latin, with 
his symbolic lion. The library contains 
many rare books, more than 300 incu-
nabula (printed before 1500) and the 
book collection of the Fugger family. 
The collection is also accessible via vir-
tual tour and it hosts temporary exhi-
bitions and cultural events.

The Esztergom Basilica
The Esztergom Basilica was built bet-
ween 1822 and 1869 on Castle Hill in 
Esztergom. It is located at the site of 
a medieval cathedral which was dest-
royed by the Turks. The Basilica is a 
landmark in many ways. It is the largest 
church in Hungary and the third lar-
gest in Europe. Its height is exactly 100 
metres from the base of the cryptto 
the top of the cross found at the peak. 
The Basilica has the world’s largest 
single altarpiece painted on canvas, 
the size of which is equivalent to the 
floor space of a 3-room apartment. 
Visitors can listen to the largest organ 
in Hungary here, on which Franz Liszt 
played and conducted the consecra-
tion mass in 1856. The chapel of Tamás 
Bakócz, the archbishop who almost 
became the elected pope, is situated 
on the southern side of the church. 
This is the only Renaissance ecclesias-
tical building in Hungary that survived 
in its entirety. In order to preserve the 
concept of the Basilica, the chapel was 
cut into 1600 pieces on its original site 
and rebuilt with a new orientation, sur-
rounding it with the neoclassical cat-
hedral dedicated to Saint Adalbert and 
the Virgin Mary. The upstairs room of 
the Basilica houses one of the richest 
collections of ecclesiastical devotional 
objects in Central Europe.

The Christian Museum in Esztergom
The largest ecclesiastical collection in 
Central Europe consists of the Cathedral 
Library (with some 200,000 volumes, 
half a hundred codices and numerous 
incunabula), the Archbishopric Treasury 
inside the Basilica (with hundreds 
of medieval and modern devotional 
objects and chasubles used during the 
church ceremonies) and the Christian 
Museum. The latter is located in a buil-
ding originally built as a Jesuit monas-
tery and converted into a palace of the 
archbishop in the second half of the 19th 
century. The museum is the third lar-
gest collection of paintings in Hungary, 
displaying religious works by Hungarian, 
Austrian, Italian, Flemish and German 
artists from the 11th century to the pre-
sent day. The Christian Museum is also 
renowned for its unrivalled collection of 
applied arts and graphic art. 

The Saint Thomas Hill in Esztergom
Archbishop Lucas Bánffy ordered to 
build a chapel on the top of the sand-
stone hill, opposite to the Castle Hill, 
at the end of the 12th century. He 
ordered to build a chapel in honour 
of Saint Thomas Becket who was mur-
dered in Canterbury in 1170 and with 
whom he studied in Paris. The chapel 
was demolished by the Turks and a 
fortress was built on its site, called 
Tepedelen Parkani (“Head-piercing 
Fortress”), from where the castle could 
be bombarded. The current form of 
the chapel and the neoclassical cal-
vary which is in front of it were built at 
the turn of the 18th and 19th centuries. 
Visitors can enjoy an unparalleled 
view to the Castle Hill, the Water City 
and the neighbouring Štúrovo from 
the chapel. 

Other attractions in the region
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The Little Danube Promenade
The Little Danube Promenade runs 
along the royal district of Esztergom 
for about 2 km, in a north-south 
direction, along the Primate Island 
branch of the Danube, as far as the 
Water City, where it leads to the 
park named after Queen Elisabeth, 
Franz Joseph’s Sisi. The Promenade 
connects the most important tou-
rist attractions of the city. In 1913, it 
was converted into a promenade on 
the initiative of an association res-
ponsible for the improvement of the 
walking areas of Esztergom. At this 
time, the plane trees, which still cha-
racterise the scape of the city, were 
planted. The first indoor swimming 
pool in the country, the Saint Stephen 
Bath, opens from here. Parts of the 
historic fortress system in the Water 
City are located on the banks of the 
Little Danube. The parapet of the 
Promenade also functions as a pro-
tection against floods.  

The Mihály Babits Memorial House on 
the Előhegy in Esztergom
Mihály Babits is one of the most 
significant figures of 20th century 
Hungarian literature. He is known as 
a literary translator, a poet, a writer 
and a literary organiser (e.g. as editor-
in-chief of the journal Nyugat). During 
a cruise on the Danube in 1923, he 
and his wife Ilona Tanner, who was 
also a poet (her literary name: Sophie 
Török), chose Esztergom as their 
summer residence. They bought the 
small house on the Előhegy which is 
now a museum that preserves their 
memory. The building contains a 
number of interesting elements. The 
most famous is the signature wall fea-

turing the signatures of the most pro-
minent representatives of the literary 
and artistic life of that time. Babits 
and his wife spent their summers in 
Esztergom, where they also became 
involved in local civilian life, until the 
poet’s death in 1941.

The Saint Anne Church  
(„Round Church”)
After the Battle of Mohács, the 
Archdiocese of Esztergom moved 
to Bratislava and later to Trnava. 
Archbishop Alexander Rudnay moved 
permanently back to Esztergom only 
in 1820. He was ceremonially wel-
comed by the inhabitants and the 
city leaders on the road to Tát, at the 
southern end of the royal city. Rudnay 
built a circular church on this site. He 
was aware that the construction of 
the basilica, which began in 1822, 
cannot be completed in his lifetime, 
while the increasingly populous sout-
hern part of the town was without 
any church. On the other hand, János 
Packh was the architect of the basi-
lica, who tested the technology of 
dome construction on a small scale 
here and later he planned to use the 
experiences for the construction on 
Castle Hill. However, he was a victim 
of a robbery and murder in 1839 — 
two years after the completion of the 
Round Church, but 30 years before 
the keystone of basilica was installed.

The Esztergom Synagogue
A Szent Tamás-hegy tövében áll az 
esztThe former house of worship 
of the Jews of Esztergom stands at 
the foot of Saint Thomas Hill (Szent 
Tamás-hegy). The Jews played a deci-
sive role in the history of the city. The 

first Jewish monument in Hungary, a 
tombstone from the 3rd century AD, 
was found in the Danube section at 
Esztergom. Members of the commu-
nity were present in the city since 
the foundation of the Kingdom and 
the “Jewish bridge”, along the Tát 
road, still preserves the memory of 
their settlement. The Romantic-style 
synagogue was designed by Lipót 
Baumhorn and was inaugurated in 
1888. The Holocaust memorial in 
front of the building was erected in 
1985 to honour the memory of about 
500 deported Jews from Esztergom in 
May 1944. The former synagogue is 
now a municipal cultural centre.

Ipolytölgyes

The Holy Spirit Church in Ipolytölgyes
The Baroque church of today was built 
in 1794 on the site of the demolished 
medieval church. Small remains of 
the original building are still visible in 
the walls. The cross of the tower fell 
down in 1986 and had to be replaced 
by a new one.

Kravany nad Dunajom

The Lookout Tower
The main square of the village was 
built along the Danube Promenade in 
Kravany Nad Dunajom and it was built 
according to the plans of the architect 
Tamás Schmidt, from the municipality 
of Svodín. In addition to the open-air 
stage and the village’s event area, a 
16-metre lookout tower was built in 
2014. The base of the tower is a circle 
with a radius of 6 metres which nar-
rows gradually. At the top, there is a 

beautiful view on the village and its 
surroundings and on the other side 
of the Danube. On the railing of the 
lookout tower, the distance as the 
crow flies of 30 capital cities is indi-
cated. Tourists coming here on the 
Eurovelo6 cycle route can visit the 
tower.

The Romanesque Church
The Romanesque Church, origi-
nally built in 1232 in honour of Saint 
Lawrence, stands in the main square 
of the municipality of Kravany nad 
Dunajom. In 1712, it was renovated 
in the Baroque style, but its sanctuary 
still preserves the original features. 
During the process of renovation, a 
red marble tombstone, a monument 
of the Lábatlany family from the 1400s, 
was removed from the floor and it is 
now visible as inbuilt in the wall. At 
that time, the village belonged to the 
Lábatlany family, to lords of Lábatlan 
from the other side of the Danube. 
The belfry in front of the church was 
constructed in 1926.

Letkés

The Mansion in Liliompuszta
Liliompuszta is located on the border 
of Letkés, opposite to Leľa in Slovakia. 
Its two-storey mansion was built 
around 1920 by Ernő Szántó. Later, 
it was bought by the Ganz family and 
by the Theörey family. It is currently 
used as a hunting lodge and accom-
modation.
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Nagybörzsöny

Saint Stephen’s Church in Nagybörzsöny
The municipality of Nagybörzsöny, 
famous for its former gold mine, has 
four churches. The oldest church 
is the Saint Stephen’s Church from 
the 12th century and it is located 
on the outskirts of the village. This 
Church is one of the best preserved 
medieval buildings in Hungary. The 
Romanesque-style building, which 
was not used for long centuries, 
underwent a major reconstruction 
in the 1990s. The reconstruction was 
needed because walls were sung and 
it was feared that it could collapse. 
There are 19 Tatar heads on the 
outside of the apse of the building. 
According to the stories, the Tatars 
who invaded during the Tatar-Mongol 
invasion were chased away by the 
inhabitants of Nagybörzsöny, but 20 
of them were captured. 19 of them 
were beheaded and one managed to 
escape. According to the locals, the 
heads on the apse are the portraits 
of these 19 Tatars.

The Miner Church in Nagybörzsöny
The present-day Miner Church was 
built in honour of Saint Nicholas by 
the German settlers in the 13th cen-
tury. It was extended in Gothic style at 
the beginning of the 15th century. At 
that time, two Catholic communities 
(Hungarian and German) lived their 
religious lives parallel in the two chur-
ches of the village. Later, the local 
Hungarians merged into the German 
community; consequently, there was 
a need to build an extension to the 
Miner Church. It is the only ecclesi-
astical building in Hungary with the 

symbol of the miners, the wedge 
and the hammer, located above its 
western gate. The symbols indicate 
that gold mining was one of the main 
livelihoods of the local German com-
munity and it was the basis of the 
wealth of the village until the 15th cen-
tury, when mining was stopped.

The Mining Museum and the Folklore 
Museum in Nagybörzsöny
The Mining Museum and the 
Folklore Museum next to the Miner 
Church give a comprehensive 
insight into the everyday life of the 
people of Nagybörzsöny (German: 
Deutschpilsen), such as the traditions 
of mining, cooking, housework and 
the costumes associated with these 
activities.

The forest railway in Nagybörzsöny
Wood was transported from 
Börzsöny until the early 1990s. It 
was done by the Nagybörzsöny 
narrow-gauge railway that was est-
ablished in 1908. The railway was 
once directly linked to the railway 
station of Pastovce, which is today 
in Slovakia, and the wood was trans-
ported across a bridge over the Ipoly/
Ipeľ river. In 2002, the Nagybörzsöny-
Nagyirtáspuszta line was reopened 
for touristic purposes. The line has 
a special feature, specifically the 
so-called „peak turn”, where the train 
turns back at a Y-shaped connec-
tion. The renovated Nagyirtáspuszta-
Márianosztra section was inaugu-
rated in 2016. Subsequently, it is now 
possible to travel from Nagybörzsöny 
to Szob by a narrow-gauge railway. 
The 22 km long railway line passes 
through the picturesque countryside 

and the traveller has to change at 
Nagyirtáspuszta, where the traveller 
can get not only refreshments, but (s)
he can also rent a bike to explore the 
forests of the Börzsöny.

Nagymaros

The Parish Church in Nagymaros
One of the most impressive buil-
dings in the Euroregion is the Parish 
Church in Nagymaros. It bears sty-
listic characteristics of three periods, 
namely the Romanesque, the Gothic 
and the Baroque. The Church, built by 
the German-speaking settlers in the 
13th century, was significantly rebuilt 
in the 14th and 15th centuries. The 
Church was in ruins when the Turks 
were expelled, but after it acquired its 
Baroque appearance; although, it still 
retains some Gothic features to this 
day. A statue of Saint Stephen and 
Gisela, made by the local sculptor 
István Lukács, can be seen in front of 
the church since 2001. 

The Julianus lookout tower

The oldest lookout tower in the 
Danube Bend is located on the 
482-metre-high on the hill of Hegyes-
tető. It was built as part of an experi-
mental tourism initiative by the mem-
bers of the Encián Tourist Association 

in 1938-39. Starting from 1932, a 
system of tourist routes with signs 
and rest areas were set up as an expe-
riment in the area of Saint Michael Hill 
(Szent Mihály-hegy), which is above 
Nagymaros and Zebegény. The loo-
kout tower, which is like a fortress, 
offers an unparalleled view of the 
entire Danube Bend, the Börzsöny, 
the Visegrád Hills and the Cserhát.

The Calvary in Nagymaros
The Calvary is located on a steep 
slope on the side of the Sváb Hill 
(Sváb-hegy) that is near to the town 
of Nagymaros. The Calvary was built 
in 1773. The individual steps of the 
Calvary, as well as the Calvary sta-
tions, were donated by local families 
to the town.

The Villa of Kálmán Kittenberger
The famous Africa researcher Kálmán 
Kittenberger (1881-1958) lived in 
Nagymaros. He discovered more 
than 300 new animal species during 
his travels in Africa and wrote nume-
rous travel books about the conti-
nent, which was little known at the 
time. His villa in Nagymaros was built 
in 1890 and today serves as an exhi-
bition and event centre dedicated to 
the memory of the eminent explorer, 
natural historian and traveller.

Sikenička

The Saint Martin Church in Sikenička
According to the tradition, Bishop 
Saint Martin of Tours was born in 
the Carpathian Basin. As a result, his 
worshipping remains widespread in 
the region to this day. In Sikenička, a 
rotunda was built in the 13th century 
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dedicated to Saint Martin. It was the 
first sacred building in the area and 
it was extended and rebuilt several 
times over the centuries. Even in the 
20th century, it underwent two ren-
ovations that gave its present form. 
The Church was built on the top of 
a hill, hence it is visible even from 
far distance and its slender tower is 
dominant in the landscape.

Štúrovo

The Danube promenade in Štúrovo
According to public opinion, the 
most beautiful spectacle in Štúrovo 
is the Esztergom Basilica. The most 
beautiful sight of Esztergom is shown 
to the tourists from the Slovakian city. 
The best visibility of the panorama 
of the Danube is seen from the 
promenade of Štúrovo which built at 
the turn of the millennium.

Szob

The Luczenbacher Castle in Szob
The Luczenbachers, a family of Belgian 
origin, settled in Szob at the end of the 
17th century and they were engaged 
in fishing. Some bad rumours say that 
they found the treasures of the sunk 
ships of Queen Mary in the Danube 
and they made a fortune from them. 
Although, the truth is much more pro-
saic: the family was involved in timber 

and stone trade and later became 
involved in inland water transport, too. 
Pál Luczenbacher was the founder 
of the Hungarian Locomotive and 
Steamship Company (in Hungarian: 
Magyar Vontató és Gőzhajózási 
Társaság). They transported the raw 
materials for the many construction 
projects of the Capital (e.g. the Eastern 
Railway Station). The family also owned 
the timber yard depicted in the novel 
„The Paul Street Boys” (in Hungarian: A 
Pál utcai fiúk) by Ferenc Molnár. Their 
castle, which bears neoclassical and 
neo-baroque features, was built bet-
ween 1904 and 1907 in the site of a 
medieval church. They also established 
the Lujza girls’ boarding school in the 
town, which was attended by Emilia 
Kodály, the sister of the world-famous 
composer. The family bankrupted 
during the Great Depression and the 
castle was sold to the Lazarists. After 
the decades of socialist nationalisa-
tion, the Lazarists got back the owner-
ship in the 1990s. The building can be 
visited by prior appointment.

The Calvary in Szob
The circular shape Calvary Chapel 
was built as the burial place of Pál 
Luczenbacher and his wife in the 
1880s. Unfortunately, treasure hun-
ters ransacked the family tomb in the 
1970s and the painting of Christ on 
the altar was destroyed. From the top 
of the Calvary, you can enjoy a beau-
tiful view of the Danube between 
Esztergom and Dömös.

The Luczenbacher Chapel
The neo-Gothic chapel in the old 
cemetery is the burial place of the 
Luczenbacher family. The Chapel was 
built in 1852.

Visegrád

The Visegrád Citadel
The castle located on the pinnacle, 
above the Danube, is the symbol of 
the Danube Bend. Its construction 
began after the Mongol-Tatar inva-
sion, when King Béla IV donated hill 
of the castle and its surroundings 
to his Byzantine wife, Queen Maria 
Laskarina. It served as the royal resi-
dence during the reign of Charles 
Robert. At that time, the building 
complex was considerably enlarged. 
In 1335, it was the site of the mee-
ting of the kings, which could be 
understood as the precursor of the 
present-day cooperation between 
the Visegrád Four. The Holy Crown 
of Hungary was several times in the 
Citadel and it is reflected in the rich 
exhibition, too.

The Viktorin Monument under Visegrád 
Castle
The beginning of hiking in Hungary 
is usually associated with the event 
when József Viktorin, a parson from 
Visegrád, built a hiking trail between 
the Calvary Chapel and the Citadel 
in 1770 and opened it to tourists in 
September 1869 during a national 
ceremony. The „V” shaped monu-
ment was erected 100 years later in 
1969 in honour of the initiator.

The Visegrád Parish church and its 
flower carpet
The church was dedicated to John the 
Baptist and it was built between 1773 
and 1782 on the ruins of a Franciscan 
monastery. At Whitsun, the harmo-
nious interior of the church is deco-
rated with a unique flower carpet laid 
on the floor, which is admired by visi-
tors from far and wide.

The Zsitvay Lookout Tower in Visegrád
Similarly, A fortress-like structure 
is located at the top of the Great 
Lightning Hill (Nagy-Villám hegy) in 
Visegrád. The fortress is located 
opposite to the Friar Julian Lookout. 
The fortress was named after Tibor 
Zsitvay, who was a president of 
the Hungarian Tourist Association. 
The two-storey stone building was 
opened in 1933 to commemorate the 
twentieth anniversary of the founding 
of the Association.
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of events at the celebration of the 
Millennium. Among the thematic 
exhibition was the Tobacco Pavilion, 
where the manufacture of tobacco 
products was demonstrated. The 
light structure building was taken 
down after the exhibition and it was 
rebuilt on the slope of Saint Michael 
Hill (Szent Mihály-hegy) in Zebegény. 
It functioned as a holiday home for 
children for decades, but now it is 
abandoned.

István Szőnyi Memorial Museum
The former villa of Bartóky is home 
to the museum of István Szőnyi and 
his life work since 1967. Szőnyi, who 
became a resident of Zebegény in 
1924 thanks to his wife (Melinda 
Bartóky), lived and worked here until 
his death in 1960. The Danube Bend, 
Zebegény and its inhabitants are 
most often mentioned as the inspira-
tion for his art. Among others, he also 
captured the ferryman Pál Heiszler, 
Uncle Pali, in his picture „Danube 
seaman”. The free-art school and 
summer camp, named after Szőnyi, 
was hosted by the garden of the 
Museum.

The Szepessy Villa in Zebegény
Amrita Sher-Gil, the world-famous 
Indian-Hungarian painter, regu-
larly painted in the former villa of 
Mrs Lajos Szepessy. The artist was 
often referred to as the Indian Frida 
Kahlo. She did not visit only her aunt 
here, but she personally knew István 
Szőnyi, who was a painter in the vil-
lage. The villa was used as a holiday 
home during the communist era. Two 
artists, Orsolya Csilléry and Gábor 
Fenyvesi, live and work here today 
and they organise the annual courses 
of the Zebegény Free School of Arts.

The Catholic Church in Zebegény
Based on the plans of Károly Kós 
and Béla Jánszky, temple of the Our 
Lady of the Snows, which is a reli-
gious symbol of Zebegény, was built 
between 1908 and 1910. It was built 
with the help of public donations. The 
interior of the three-nave temple, 
which uses the Hungarian folk motifs 
and Transylvanian architectural tradi-
tions, evokes the atmosphere of the 
Middle Ages. Moreover, it represents 
turn-of-the-century modernity at the 
same time. The interior decoration 
presents the work of Aladár Kőrösfői-
Kriesch and his pupils.

The Millennium Tobacco Pavilion
The Kingdom of Hungary comme-
morated the 1000 year anniversary 
of the country’s conquest with spe-
ctacular celebrations in 1896. The 
capital was enriched with a number 
of new buildings (such as Heroes’ 
Square, Vajdahunyad Castle or the 
Millennium Underground Railway 
which was the first underground on 
the continent) as part of the series 

Zalaba

Vilmos Csontos Memorial House
Vilmos Csontos (1908-2000) was a 
Hungarian poet from Slovakia. He 
lived and worked in Zalaba from 
1948 until his death. He was a master 
joiner who storied about the world 
of ordinary workers and peasants. 
Although, the village has always been 
one of the smallest in the region, it 
had its own community of readers 
as early as 1898 which is reminded 
by the memorial plaque in the com-
munity centre. Vilmos Csontos was 
welcomed by an understanding com-
munity when he moved to the village. 
After his death, his house was dedi-
cated to his memory.

The event area in Zalaba
The village started to develop the 
event venue on the banks of the 
Szikince stream in the late first 
decade of the 2000s. This venue has 
hosted several renowned perfor-
mers. The idyllic environment of the 
open-air stage and its surroundings 
(including the water mill building) 
provides a charming location for the 
Szikince Festival, which takes place 
every summer

The Reformed Church in Zalaba
The small Reformed church in Zalaba 
is one of the most harmonious buil-
dings in the Euroregion. The nave 
was built in 1789 and the tower was 
added in 1845. The building, which 
is attractive with its puritanism, regu-
larly hosts concerts, celebrations and 
literary programmes.

Zebegény

The Dőry villa in Zebegény
The eclectic-style villa on the Danube 
shore in Zebegény was built in 
1917 by the widow Mrs Vilmos Dőry 
Jobaházi, who lived in the building 
until her death in 1940. The villa, later 
used as a trade union holiday home, 
was renovated in the 2000s by its 
new owner.
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Illustrations used in the publication 
Illustrations are listed in order of appearance with the 
indication of the information below:  
Page number: Title of the image, source of the image. 
Abbreviations in the list: GYB = György Balázs; GB = 
Gergely Búzás; PM = Petra Menner; DM = Danube 
Museum; EA = Esztergom Anno; OP = Own photo.
Cover: Near Garamkövesd, András Eck; 0:  Water level 
in Nagymaros during a flood, OP; 2: Buoy in the Danube 
near Nagymaros, OP; 6a: Model of the Petőfi  steamer, DM; 
6b: Petőfi steamer near Nagymaros, https://fortepan.hu/
hu/photos/?id=149520; 6c: Coal loader in Esztergom, OP; 
7ab: Pie baking in Kravany nad Dunajom(2×), Faluakadémia, 
presentation of Gábor Duka; http://www.faluakademia.
hu/files/Duka_Gabor__Pazmand___2020.februar_27..
pdf; 7c:  Structure of the bass boat, Sulinet; https://
www.sulinet.hu/oroksegtar/data/telepulesek_ertekei/
szeged/szeged_es_nepe/pages/023_foglalkozasok.htm; 
7d: Picture of a bass boat, Új Nő; https://www.ujno.sk/
dunamente-tajaink; 8a: Display case in the Sailing History 
Museum of Zebegény, OP; 8b:  Model of the barge from 
Ulm, Danube Museum, Vízmérce Blog; https://vizmerce.
blog.hu/2020/06/05/vizek_hatan_uj_hazaba_az_ulmi_ska-
tulya_tortenete; 8c: Maquette of the barge from Ulm, OP; 
9a: The boat station of Nagymaros, DM; 9b: Merchant 
in Nagymaros, Dunakanyarkult; https://dunakanyarkult.
blog.hu/2021/05/17/kofak_es_termeloi_piacok_a_dunaka-
nyarban; 10: The boat station of Dömös, OP; 11: Panorama 
of the Danube bend at Dömös, OP; 12: The Medieval bath 
of the Visegrád Palace, OP; 16a: Quadriburgium, OP; 16b: 
Szőke spring rest area, PM; 16c: Kaintz György spring, PM; 
17a: The steam bath of János Vitéz, Sulinet: https://tudas-
bazis.sulinet.hu/hu/tarsadalomtudomanyok/tortenelem/
keso-kozepkori-magyar-kiralysag-emlekei/esztergom/
az-esztergomi-var-vitez-janos-gozfurdoje; 17b: The state 
of Esztergom Castle in the era of János Vitéz (cross sec-
tion through the bath), GB; 18: The Medieval bath of the 
Visegrád Palace, OP; 19a:  Part of the painting from J. 
Aminger — including Lake Hévíz and the Water City (1834), 
EA; 19b: The excavation of the Mattyasovszky bath, OP; 
19c: Reconstruction of the Mattyasovszky bath, OP; 20a: 
Basket bath, DM; 20b: Korányi pool on the Little Danube 
in Esztergom, Szeretgom: https://www.szeretgom.hu/cont-
ent/87420-jaj-ugy-elvezem-en-a-strandot-avagy-furdozes-
tortenet-az-esztergomi-uszo-uszodak-korul-; 21a: The Saint 
Stephen Bath (1925), EA; 21b: The Saint Stephen Bath today, 
OP; 22a: Postcard about Nagymaros, Dunakanyarkult: htt-
ps://m.blog.hu/du/dunakanyarkult/image/uszo.jpg; 22b: 
Public beach in Nagymaros, OP; 23: The new building of 
the beach of Zebegény, OP; 25a: Pools of the Aquasziget, 
Aquasziget Esztergom Facebook: https://www.facebook.
com/aquaszigetesztergom/photos/a.38534293162994
1/2024938361003715/?type=3&theater; 25b: A Frozen 
Roosters of Štúrovo, Ister Granum EGTC; 26: Visegrád 
Castle as seen from Nagymaros, OP; 30a: Quadriburgium 
reconstruction 1., PPKE: https://btk.ppke.hu/uploads/arti-
cles/2407980/image/1_Visegrád-Gizellamajor.jpg; 30b: 
Quadriburgium reconstruction 2., Visegrád Honlapja, 
Pazirik Informatikai Kft.: https://www.visegrad.hu/aktualis/
gizellamajori-romai-erod; 30c:  Quadriburgium, OP; 31ab: 
The Sibrik Hill (2×), OP; 31c: Sibrik Hill reconstruction, The 
website of Visegrád, Pazirik Informatikai Kft.: https://www.
visegrad.hu/aktualis/helyneveink-eredete-sibrik-domb; 32: 
Tamás Vigh: The city founder, OP; 33: The Castle Museum 
of Esztergom, OP; 34a: Malom Bastion, OP;  34b:  Bowl 

The Trianon Memorial and the Kós 
Károly Lookout Tower
After the signing of the peace treaty 
that ended the First World War, monu-
ments were erected in many places in 
Hungary to express nostalgia for the 
old form of the country. In the 1930s, 
a heroic monument and national flag 
were erected in Zebegény on Kopasz 
Hill, on the initiative of the Zebegény 
Choir. These were based on the plans 
of the architect and sculptor Géza 
Maróti. This monument also includes 
the lookout tower. After the Second 
World War, the local council renamed 
it as the Kós Károly Lookout Tower, 
thus saving it from destruction. A new 
Kós Károly Lookout was built later in 
2014, based on the plans of Árpád 
Csóka. This time it was made of wood, 
next to the Calvary Chapel, which was 
opened in 1853.

The sunflower houses in Zebegény
Countess Franciska Apponyi had the 
Sunflower Houses built in 1936 in a 
uniform style to provide organized 
holidays and education to children. 
The building complex was part of 
a programme that taught environ-
mental awareness to more than 300 
children under the leadership of the 
countess. The children involved in 
the programme, coordinated by the 
Flower Association of Zebegény (Virág 
Egylet Zebegény), were named after 
flowers, trees, birds, etc. 

artefact from Esztergom, faience bowl, Edit Tari (2016): 
Az esztergom-vízivárosi oszmán fajanszedény kincslelet: 
http://real.mtak.hu/43015/1/0208.2016.141.10.pdf; 36a: 
The Royal Palace of Visegrád, OP; 36b: Hercules Fountain 
reconstruction in the cloister, OP; 36c: Original frag-
ments of the Hercules Fountain, GB; 37a: Mary Chapel, 
PM; 37b: Statue of Béla IV, OP; 38ab: Solomon Tower 
(2×), OP; 39: A section from the Danube Atlas of Marsigli 
(1726), Arcanum: https://static-cdn.arcanum.com/nfo-re-
sources/pannon/panfopic/2_13.jpg; 40a: The Church of 
St. Ladislaus, PM; 40b: The bust of St. Ladislaus, PM; 41a: 
Aerial photograph showing the ruins of Damásd Castle, 
Varak.hu: https://varak.hu/latnivalo/index/231-Ipolyda-
masd-Damasdivar/; 41bc: Rest area near Damásd Castle 
(2×), OP; 42a: Engraving showing the Battle of Párkány, 
DM; 42b: Equestrian statue of John Sobieski, PM; 43: The 
City Hall of Esztergom, OP; 44: Under the Mária Valéria 
Bridge, OP; 48a: The bridge of Ipolydamásd under const-
ruction (2021), OP; 48b: The entrance of the utility tunnel 
from Nagymaros, OP; 48c: Inside the utility tunnel, OP; 
48d: Water pipe in the utility tunnel, OP; 49a: The uti-
lity tunnel under construction as seen from Nagymaros, 
Dunai Szigetek Blog: https://dunaiszigetek.blogspot.com/
search/label/alagút a Duna alatt; 49b: Postcard illustra-
ting the construction of the pontoon bridge, Egykor.hu: 
http://siofok.egykor.hu/sites/default/files/styles/wide/
public/images/2010/visegrad-visgrad-nagymaros-hid-_3.
jpg?itok=UrfxPeVn; 50a: Aquaphone, Sturovo-Parkan.
sk: https://sturovo-parkan.sk/hu/aqua_phone-2021.
html; 50b: Sound Buntings on the bridge railing (2013), 
Bridgeguard: http://www.bridgeguard.org/hu/kro-
nika/kronika-2013/; 50c: Mária Valéria Bridge, OP; 51: 
Aquaphone, Magyar Interaktív Televízió: www.televizio.sk/
wp-content/uploads/2017/06/DSCN4871.jpg; 52: Sávoly 
Bridge, Supergranat0820 (CC BY 3.0): https://commons.
wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Vasúti_híd_az_Ipoly_felett_-_
panoramio.jpg; 53: The Ipoly/Ipel’ Bridge of Letkés, OP; 
54a: St. Michael’s hill as seen from the Danube, OP; 
54b:  Ferry near Dömös, I love Dunakanyar: https://
ilovedunakanyar.hu/wp-content/uploads/2018/08/
domosi-atkeles.jpg; 54c: Dömös crossing train station, 
PBase: https://pbase.com/acepilot7/image/165829801; 
55a: Ferry port in Kravany nad Dunajom, OP; 55b: 
Bridging Days (2016), Felvidék Ma: https://felvidek.ma/
wp-content/uploads/2016/07/Hídverő-Napok-2o16-017.
jpg; 56: Watermill in Nagybörzsöny, OP; 60: A section 
from the music sheet of “The Beautiful Maid of the Mill”, 
https://azvagy.files.wordpress.com/2009/09/vandorjpg.
jpg; 61a: Veprech Tower, OP; 61b: Reconstruction of 
the Renaissance hydraulic machine, The Facebook page 
of the Turkish Mosque of Esztergom and the Veprech 
Tower: https://www.facebook.com/Dzsami.Veprech.
torony/photos/3914745891927519; 62a:  Watermill in 
Nagybörzsöny, OP; 62b: Mill Gallery in Dömös, PM; 64a: 
The mill of Zalaba, PM; 65a: The mill of Sikenička, GYB; 
65b: Miller’s dumpling, GYB; 66: Overlay of a former ship 
mill, DM; 67: The steam mill of Štúrovo, OP; 70: Winter 
panorama from the Prédikálószék Lookout Tower, OP; 
71: The Esztergom Basilica, OP; 75: Panorama from the 
Julianus Lookout Tower, OP; 76: Panorama from the 
Danube promenade in Štúrovo, OP; 77a: The Visegrád 
Citadel, PM; 77b: The Zsitvay Lookout Tower in Visegrád, 
PM; 78a: Vilmos Csontos Memorial House, PM; 78b: 
The Reformed Church in Zalaba, PM; 79: Exhibition of 
the István Szőnyi Memorial Museum, OP; 80: Sunflower 
houses, funiQ: https://funiq.hu/2887-napraforgó-há-
zak-zebegény



82

More information about the project: 
https://www.interregeurope.eu/wave/

Online version of the publicaiton: 
https://wave.hmikft.hu/

Online map of the thematic routes:  
https://www.google.com/maps/d/u/0/ 

viewer?mid= 
157Lka592Diwq0KIqwFgFIDjuhrnxDvvf&ll
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